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Appendix E 
Historic District Report  

E.1 Historic District Report
Th e Parkville Downtown Core has suffi  cient historic 
integrity to satisfy a preliminary Determination of 
Eligibility (DOE) which is the fi rst step toward the 
creation of a downtown historic district.  A downtown 
historic district would assist the community of Parkville 
to by attracting new businesses, as well as providing 
incentives for the rehabilitation of these historic 
properties.

Th e downtown could be listed on the National Register 
as a historic district or could be locally recognized as a 
historic district through city ordinance.  A conservation 
district or planned zoning ordinance are other ways to 
protect the historic character of the area and promote the 
rehabilitation of existing properties.  Th ese mechanisms 
are accomplished through increased awareness and 
approval of the property owners and community and by 
approval by the City of Parkville through the ratifi cation 
of a city ordinance.  

A variety of funding strategies for rehabilitating existing 
properties are available depending on the route chosen.  
Th ese include state and federal historic tax credit 
programs if listed on the National Register (either 
individual properties or as a historic district) and low 
interest loans or grants from a variety of public and non-
profi t sources.  Th e City of Parkville may also consider 
adopting tax abatement incentives for approved property 
improvements within the downtown.  Regardless of 
funding strategy, rehabilitation of existing properties 
would need to follow the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation, especially if funding is 
from a governmental entity.  Th ese standards will be 
defi ned in the next section.

A previous study (Parkville Master Plan) which looked at 
Parkville as a whole, specifi cally discussed the importance 
of historic preservation within the downtown core.  Th e 
historic preservation priorities listed within this study 
were confi rmed in this study through community 
involvement and outreach activities
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Th ese priorities include:
• Maintaining an active historic preservation 

committee to assist with documenting Parkville’s 
history and preserving its historic character

• Preserving structures on the National Register of 
Historic Places, including the Benjamin Banneker 
School, MacKay Hall, Waddell “A” Truss Bridge, 
and Washington Chapel C.M.E. Church

• Creating and implementing standards that require 
new development and major redevelopment in and 
around the historic downtown core to blend with 
and enhance the area’s historic character

• Preparing building rehabilitation strategies for 
existing historic properties

• Adopting a planned zoning district or overlay district 
to preserve the character of the residential area in 
and around downtown to coincide with similar 
planned zoning/overlay district for the commercial 
Old Town District.

Another study performed within the downtown core is 
the Livable Communities Study which was completed 
in 2012.  Th e character of downtown Parkville was 
discussed in the report and a preliminary proposed 
commercial district was outlined on the Historic 
Downtown Core Map.

Fig. E.1 - View of Main Street looking South (SRJA, 2012). 
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Fig. E.2 – Proposed commercial district outlined in blue dashed line on the Historic 
Downtown Core Map (TranSystems, Inc. and SRJA, 2012).     
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Fig. E.3 – National Register of Historic Places Frequently Asked Question (SRJA, 2013). 

Appendix E

National Register vs. Local Historic District

National Register Listing
A National Register historic district includes individual 
buildings, structures, sites, and objects as well as historic 
districts that are considered to be signifi cant in American 
history, architecture, engineering, archaeology, and 
culture and recognizes the signifi cance of these historic 
resources in a community.
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National Register Listing Does:
• Identifi es signifi cant properties and districts for 

general planning.
• Analyzes and assesses the historic character and 

quality of the district.
• Designates historic areas based on uniform national 

criteria and procedures.
• Provides a limited degree of protection from the 

eff ects of federally assisted undertakings.
• Makes available specifi c federal and state tax 

incentives for preservation purposes.
• Qualifi es property owners for federal and state 

grants for preservation purposes, when funds are 
available.

National Register Listing Does Not:
• Restrict the use or disposition of property or 

obligate private property owners to make revisions 
in any way.

• Require conformance to design guidelines 
or preservation standards when a property is 
rehabilitated unless specifi c preservation incentives 
(tax credits, grants) are involved.

• Aff ect state and local government activities.
• Does not prevent the demolition of historic 

buildings and structures within designated areas.

Local Historic Designation
A local historic district is a geographically defi nable area 
which contains structures, sites, or works of art which 
have special historical or aesthetic value; represent one or 
more styles of architecture typical of one or more eras in 
the history of the municipality, county, state, or region; 
and cause that area to constitute a visibly perceptible 
section of the community.

Th e creation of design guidelines protects the signifi cant 
properties and the historic character of the district. It 
provides a community with the means to make sure that 
growth, development, and change take place in ways 
that respect the important architectural, historical, and 

environmental characteristics within and encourages 
sensitive development.

Local Historic Districts Do:
• Protects a community’s historic properties through 

a design review process.
• Protects the historic character and quality of the 

defi ned area with specifi c design controls.
• Provides no tax incentives for preservation purposes 

unless such are provided by local tax law.

Local Historic Districts Do Not:
• Qualify property owners for federal or state grants 

for preservation purposes.
• Restrict the use of the property or require property 

owners to make improvements to their property.
• Require review of proposed demolitions within 

designated areas.

Th e Parkville downtown core, as defi ned in Figure E.2, 
retains a signifi cant amount of historic character and 
integrity and is our opinion that it meets the criteria for a 
preliminary Determination of Eligibility (DOE) which 
is the fi rst step toward being listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  If the city and citizens do 
not wish to be listed on the NR, it is recommended 
that the downtown core be recognized at the local level 
as a historic district or a special zoning area which in 
turn requires some additional design consideration and 
conformance with design guidelines.  Th is process is not 
unlike residential neighborhoods/developments which 
have Home Owners’ Associations which have guidelines 
for exterior renovations.  
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Fig. E.4 – National Register vs. Local Historic Designation (SRJA, 2013).
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