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AN OPEN LETTER TO PARKVILLE RESIDENTS 
You may receive a request to sign a petition calling for a state audit of the City of 
Parkville.  If performed, the cost of this audit would be paid for by the taxpayers of 
Parkville.  The audit expenses can be significant – other local governments in 
Missouri have paid costs ranging from $30,000 to $100,000 for their audits. Before 
you consider signing the petition, please take the time to review information the City 
has compiled addressing the petition initiative directly, including information 
describing government financial and ethical safeguards currently in place. 

We have prepared this information to provide a greater understanding of the City’s 
responsible practices as they pertain to finances, transparency, accountability, 
economic development, and compliance with laws and ethics policies. Parkville has 
many existing mechanisms that address these critical areas of local government.  

The state audit duplicates some checks and balances already in place and that have 
already been completed and paid for, and Parkville taxpayers will be required to foot 
the bill for the state audit costs. Paying for these additional costs takes away precious 
dollars from critical service for residents. The cost of the audit would be a significant 
outlay from the City’s annual general operating budget. 

Before you consider signing the petition, consider the facts, including: 

• An independent auditor already provides an annual audit of the City’s 
financials. The past six years of audits are posted on the City’s website: 
http://parkvillemo.gov/government/financialdocuments/ 

• The City Treasurer and City staff regularly report on financial transactions 
following governmental accounting best practices. Parkville follows the 
highest standards of government accounting practices with transparent 
financial reporting. The Board of Aldermen meeting packets include an 
Accounts Payable Report, which details every check written by the City:  
http://parkvillemo.gov/government/board-of-aldermen/agendas-minutes/ 

• The Board of Aldermen and City staff conduct business according to state 
statute using an open and transparent process. The City encourages 
community members to participate in City meetings, records video of 
board and commission meetings, and makes meeting materials readily  
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available:http://parkvillemo.gov/government/board-of-aldermen/agendas-
minutes/ 

• Parkville is fully compliant with state law regarding the development 
approval of the Creekside Project and other recent economic development 
projects. Extensive information about this is available, including project 
plans, estimates of costs and benefits to taxing jurisdictions, the impact 
to the school district, and independent studies that support the recent 
approval of projects:  http://parkvillemo.gov/economic-development.  

• State law along with the ethical code of conduct and Municipal Ethics 
Commission governs the behavior and actions of elected officials and City 
staff. The city has policies and practices in place to comply fully with these 
laws.    

Should the state audit take place, the Board of Aldermen and City staff will fully 
cooperate. 
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