
As we continue into this new year, this edition of the City’s newsletter provides an opportunity for us to reflect on the City’s accomplishments in 
2021. Your City government has adapted through another pandemic year and we continue to see positive things happening in our community. 
We look forward to the promise of 2022.

Parente to retire as City Administrator March 1st

Parkville City Administrator Joe Parente will retire on March 1st, 
after five years of service to the City and the 
Parkville community. He informed the Board 
of Aldermen last year of his plan to retire 
in 2022. Joe spent his entire career work-
ing in local government, a time period that 
spanned over 41 years. He served a number 
of local governments in city planning and 
city and county management positions.
During his tenure with Parkville, the City 

saw a number of improvements under Parente’s leadership: 
 z Expanded communications with citizens.
 z Improved internal operations of city government, including the 

implementation of enhancements to employee compensation to 
help recruit and retain a qualified workforce.

 z Improved the overall city finances through an expanded tax 
base, providing additional revenue to support city operations; 
the successful refinancing of city debt resulting in taxpayer 
savings; and, solving the NID Debt problem, relieving the 
taxpayers of debt burden related to construction of roads and 
sewer improvements in Western Parkville.

 z Saw continued investment in the city’s infrastructure, including 
streets, storm water, and sanitary sewers.  This includes the first 
two phases of the Route 9 Corridor Street Improvement project.

 z Numerous improvements to city parks, including the 
acquisition of Platte Landing Park from Platte County, and the 
successful passage of the Proposition P Sales Tax, providing a 
major funding source for current and future park improvements

 z Seen major commercial developments completed at Creekside, 
Apex Plaza, and Six and Park

 z Initiated the Downtown Parkville Redevelopment Program, 
making streetscape improvements and adopting the Chapter 
353 Redevelopment that spurred major building improvements 
that has improved the overall appearance, and attractiveness, of 
historic Main Street.

When making his retirement announcement last year, Parente said, 
“Working in Parkville has been a wonderful experience. I have enjoyed 
a great relationship with the Mayor and Board of Aldermen. The City 
staff has been outstanding. I appreciate everything they do to serve our 
citizens. My wife and I have absolutely loved living in Parkville and 
have enjoyed the people, the neighborhoods, downtown Parkville and 
the outstanding parks, trails, and nature sanctuaries. I have been fortu-
nate, as I close out a long career in local government, to be part of such 
a great place to work and live.”  

Barton hired as new City Administrator
As Joe Parente plans his departure, the City is planning for its new 

City Administrator Alexa Barton. Barton will 
work alongside Joe Parente, to provide an op-
portunity for transition, until taking the reins 
as City Administrator at his retirement. 
Alexa Barton brings extensive experience in a 
broad array of local government areas includ-
ing strategic planning, economic development, 
infrastructure improvements and operations. 
Alexa received her bachelor’s and master’s 
degree with honors from Park University. Her 
career includes time with the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Kansas City as well as nineteen-year career in local govern-
ment with Clay County, Missouri where she rose to Chief Adminis-
trator and Chief Budget officer. Alexa has also served as the top ad-
ministrator in Grain Valley and Belton, Missouri before accepting the 
post with Parkville.  
In addition to her college achievements, Alexa is certified through 
Heartland Economic Development of the University of Northern 
Iowa, possesses a Certified Purchasing Manager designation from the 
Institute for Supply Management and completed the Doniphan Lead-
ership Institute certification through William Jewel College.
The Parkville Board of Aldermen engaged Strategic Government 
Resources of Keller, Texas to assist in the recruitment of candidates 
vying to become the next City Administrator. Three finalists were in-
terviewed by the Board of Aldermen with Alexa Barton being select-
ed. Barton began her employment on February 14th.
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To Sign Up for our Monthly Newsletter Parkville Pulse - visit
http://parkvillemo.gov/email-signup/

Sign up for E-mail and Text Notifications

To stay informed, sign up for our text and/or email 
notification updates.

•  E-mail updates: http://parkvillemo.gov/email-signup/
•  Text notifications on your phone: 

http://parkvillemo. gov/departments/policedept/ 
emergency-management/.

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
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In Memory of Alan Schank
In 2021, the City lost a long-time employee and friend Alan Schank. Alan was originally hired 
on March 25, 1987, as a laborer for the Public Works Department and was promoted to Direc-
tor of Operations in July 2010. In 2016, Alan received the Field Supervisor Excellence from the 
Kansas City Metro Chapter of the American Public Works Association. Alan passed away on 
December 29th and will be missed by the City and Parkville residents.

COVID-19
As the COVID-19 pandemic continued throughout 2021, the City did not slow down. This newsletter highlights the accomplishments of 2021 
from the hard work of the employees of the City of Parkville.

City Assisted with Mass Vaccination Site
The City of Parkville helped the Platte County Health Department set up a mass vaccination site in Riverside. The City’s Public Works Depart-
ment staff assisted other organizations with setting up tables, chairs and screens in the large warehouse facility to provide proper social distanc-
ing. On February 16, the Board of Aldermen approved Resolution No. 21-003 supporting COVID-19 vaccination distribution in Platte County.

City Awards

Parkville named Tree City USA for 31st Consecutive Year 
For the 31st year in a row, the City of Parkville was named a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in 
honor of its commitment to effective urban forest management. Parkville is one of only 15 communities in 
Missouri that has been named as Tree City USA for 31 years or more.

City received Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
For the sixth consecutive year, the City received the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the 2020 
Annual Budget from the Government Finance Officers Association. The award is the highest form of recog-
nition in governmental budgeting.

Mayor Johnston started Good Citizen Award program
Initiated in 2021 by Mayor Nan Johnston, the Good Citizen Award is presented to citizens for their outstanding contributions to the com-
munity. By spotlighting these individuals, we reflected upon the quality of citizenship in our community. 

Award recipients were recognized at a Board of Aldermen meeting and in the Parkville Volunteer Spotlight segment in the Parkville Pulse, 
the city’s monthly e-newsletter.

City plants trees for 
Arbor Day

Alan Schank

Pat Harris and Bruce Duffin are 
active volunteers at Parkville 
Nature Sanctuary

Ken Parrish, Stacey Slover and 
Melissa Walsh coordinated 
Turkey Trot

David Windsor picks up 
litter on daily walks in 
Riss Lake

Dan Day is an active volunteer at 
Parkville Nature Sanctuary
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CITYWIDE PROJECTS / POLICE DEPT.

Citywide Projects

2022 Budget and 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Program adopted
On December 21, the Board of Aldermen adopted the 2022 budget and 2022-2027 Capital Improvement Pro-
gram totaling approximately $17.1 million.

City sponsored sixth Paint Parkville purchase award
The 9th Annual Paint Parkville event was held August 1-7, 2021. The City of Parkville proudly sponsored its 
sixth purchase award to support the event and to bring talented artists into the community. This year’s theme 
was the Missouri River. Mayor Nan Johnston presented the City’s award to winning artist Elaine Haake for her 
painting titled “Early Morning River Walk” at the Board of Aldermen meeting on September 21.

Elaine Haake and Mayor 
Johnston

Police Department

Residents of Park Village attended 7th Annual Senior Holiday Luncheon
The Police Department held its 7th Annual Senior Holiday Luncheon at Park Village on December 15. The event was held in the clubhouse 
with approximately 25 residents in attendance. In addition, the Police Department, with the help of Southern Platte Fire Protection District 
firefighters, delivered several hot meals to residents who could not attend at the clubhouse. A special thank you to Al Burns, owner of Al’s 
Bar and Grill, who donated 150 chicken wings to go with the meal catered by Nick & Jake’s. 

Police celebrated holidays at 12th Annual Shop with a Cop
The Police Department held its 12th Annual Shop with a Cop event on December 19. There were over 30 children that shopped for toys and 
necessities, as well as the parents/guardians who shopped for groceries for the holiday season. The event was the biggest event to-date. 

All events were possible due to the Parkville Police Community Assistance Fund, funded by the generosity of donations made by the Parkville 
community. Both events were organized by Officer Pence and Officer Allwood.

Shelter Insurance®
Conference of Champions

2022 Honoree

Jonathan Miller  MISSOURI

Outstanding personal service and 
excellence in agency administration are 
what it takes to earn Shelter’s highest 
award, and only a few agents receive it 
each year. Congratulations!

8835 NW 63rd St., Ste. 102  •  Parkville, MO 64152
816-746-0818 (Call or Text)

®
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Board of Aldermen

Board approved revisions to City’s 
Ward Map 
The Parkville Board of Aldermen approved revisions to 
the City’s ward map which determines the areas of the 
community represented by the City’s elected officials. 
The U.S. Census Bureau recently released their 2020 
decennial data and the City is required to draw new 
ward boundaries to take into account new growth in 
the community and to create balanced wards in terms 
of population. The Board of Aldermen approved the 
revised ward map on November 16, prior to candidate 
filing in December so the new boundaries would be ef-
fective for the April 5, 2022, General Municipal Elec-
tion.

The revised ward map keeps neighborhoods together 
in the same ward and makes the wards more propor-
tionate and balanced in terms of population. The large 
amount of population growth in western Parkville re-
sulted in the placing of the entire area in a single ward.

Board set goals for 2021-2022 during virtual strategic planning session
On August 20, the Board of Aldermen and senior management staff 
held the annual strategic planning session. The Board and staff fo-
cused on five goal areas to prioritize resource allocation and guide 
decision-making: economic development, financial stability, infra-
structure and public facilities, parks and recreation and service de-
livery and communications.

Economic Development: Develop an annexation and city service 
areas strategy, promote downtown redevelopment and vibrancy and 
promote economic development.

Financial Stability: Pursue use tax ballot initiative after state legis-
lature clarifies rules, establish development fees where growth pays 
for growth; use special district tools to fund needs for specific busi-
ness areas, neighborhoods or developments in the community; 
leverage outside resources; explore whether to put a general obliga-
tion bond on ballot for 2024 or lower taxes; and explore options to 

use savings from NID debt relief, as well as new revenue from the 
Creekside development project.

Infrastructure & Public Facilities: Improve connectivity and safety 
with transportation improvements; improve condition and life of 
infrastructure; and provide quality public facilities located to best 
serve the community.

Parks & Recreation: Invest park sales tax money wisely to enhance 
the community.

Service Delivery & Communications: Communicate more effective-
ly with community stakeholders; fully utilize available technology 
for City operations and security with tech support needed for im-
proved staff efficiency and effectiveness; and attract and retain high 
performing staff.

New ward map

Board of Aldermen established  
Diversity & Inclusion Commission
In May, the Board of Aldermen adopted an ordinance that estab-
lished the Diversity & Inclusion Commission to provide special in-
sight and guidance on matters of equity, diversity and inclusion. 
The Board of Aldermen believed that great communities are those 
that are enriched by diversity, where opportunity is universal and 
inclusiveness is a foundational principle. Parkville has a long tradi-
tion of valuing character and community commitment. The goal of 
the Diversity and Inclusion Commission is to create a foundation 
for open and respectful discussion to share challenges. Members 
were appointed in August and their first meeting was held Decem-
ber 13.
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PARKVILLE NATURE SANCTUARY

Territorial DisputeSnowy Creek SolitudeSanctuary Sentinel- A Blue 
Heron on the Watch

Sanctuary Perch
Orb Weaver 
Spider Webs

Northern Flicker

Fall Splendor Early Morning FogBirds-eye View

Autumn Gold A Time to GobbleA Slow Stroll

Parkville Nature Sanctuary 

Ghost Stories held in-person at Nature Sanctuary
In October, the Parkville Nature Sanctuary returned to Ghost Stories in person. In addition to hearing spooky stories, the event had:

 z Food sold by the American Legion with proceeds supporting 
Parkville and its veterans; 

 z Live music played by The Ernest James Zydeco Band; 

 z Spooky photos by Mantooth Creative at the old Parkville jail at 
the entrance to the sanctuary; and 

 z A trick-or-treat trail leading to a s’mores station and fire pit 
where guests were serenaded by Bentley Guitar Studios.

Nature Sanctuary hosted first ever Winter Wonderland event
On December 11, the Parkville Nature Sanctuary held its first ever Winter Wonderland event. Guests took a holiday-themed hike, made crafts 
by the fire, learned about how they could help our forest friends survive winter, wrote letters to Santa and cracked a secret code to win a prize.

Eagle Scout Projects completed at Parkville Nature Sanctuary
In 2021, two local Boy Scouts com-
pleted their Eagle Scout projects at 
the sanctuary. Octavious Soriano 
from Troop 261 completed his Eagle 
Scout project by rebuilding the entire 
0.4 mile trail on the north end of the 
twin trail system. He and his troop 
built a trail loop measuring rough-
ly one-half mile. They also mulched 
and designed the trail and deter-
mined the best placement to com-

plement the newly planted trees and 
shrubs.

Tyler Stegeman from Troop 314 
completed his Eagle Scout proj-
ect by clearing brush from a ditch 
and planting native flowers and 
plants to create a more natural 
looking environment. He also 
placed mulch to mark a trail to cut 
through from the parking lot and uncovered the rocks underneath 
the brush to create a natural water runoff to improve drainage.

Winners of monthly Friends of Parkville Nature Sanctuary Amateur Photo Contest 

Octavious with his volunteers

Tyler with his volunteers
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Community Development

City adopted short-term rental provisions
On September 7, the Board of Aldermen approved a text amendment to create provisions and guidelines for short-term rentals (i.e., the 
rental of property, a dwelling unit, or portion thereof through a third-party platform or network, such as AirBNB, HomeAway, VRBO, that 
facilitates the listing, marketing or rental). Currently, these types of rentals are permitted in all commercial districts. The approved text 
amendment allows these types of rentals in residential districts, provided the applicants go through a public hearing process and obtain a 
conditional use permit. It also allows all adjacent property owners to be aware of such rentals and any adverse impacts, as well as having the 
opportunity to provide public comment.

Department broke several records for 
building permits issued
In 2021, the Community Development Department broke sever-
al records, including issuing the most residential building permits 
(105 single-family homes and 24 townhomes), the highest residen-
tial valuation added to the community ($33.7 million) and issuing 
the most building permits in a year (316 total). These exceeded pre-
vious highs from 2018, 2019 and 2020, and with several new sub-
divisions breaking ground in 2022, staff is not expecting any slow-
down in new development activity or community growth.

Planning & Zoning Commission adopted 
Parkville 2040 Master Plan
The Parkville Planning and Zoning Commission adopted the 
Parkville 2040 Master Plan on May 11. The plan serves as the official 
public policy and plan for the physical development and redevelop-
ment of the community and provides guidance for future actions 
involving land development, sustainability, development design, 
provision of infrastructure, preservation of open spaces and natural 
resources and preservation of community character over the next 
20 years. On May 18, the Board of Aldermen approved a resolution 
supporting the Commission’s adoption of the Plan.

City approved projects under the 
Downtown Parkville Redevelopment Plan
The Downtown Parkville Redevelopment Plan encourages building 
improvements in the Old Town District of downtown. It evaluates 
redevelopment projects and considers financial incentives accord-
ing to specific thresholds which are modeled after tier levels used by 
other communities in the Kansas City region that adopted similar 
Chapter 353 programs. In 2021, the Board of Aldermen approved 
two applications for downtown property owners totaling $414,500 
in improvements with a total positive net benefit of $45,264 to Platte 
County’s taxing districts over the terms of the incentives.

115 N. Main Street - Rehabilitating the existing building to add four 
tenants – a bakery with a kitchen, an ice cream shop, a walk-up 
serving window and space for one more future tenant.

112 Main Street - Rehabilitating and expanding Café Des Amis, spe-
cifically constructing a 936 square foot enclosed dining room ad-
dition on the second floor, as well as paving the gravel parking lot. 

Other accomplishments in 2021:

 z Approved Thousand Oaks 23rd Plat, Final Plat (56 single-
family lots and one tract private open space)

 z Approved Thousand Oaks 24th Plat, Final Plat (71 single-
family lots and one tract private open space)

 z Approved Creekside Village 3rd Plat, Final Plat (14 lots for 
townhomes and one tract open space)

 z Approved Woods at Creekside 3rd Plat, Final Plat (23 lots for 
single-family homes and 1 tract for private open space)

 z Adopted an ordinance creating provisions for small cell 
wireless facilities

 z Approved Taco Bell drive-thru restaurant in Old Town At 
Creekside

 z Approved Bubbles Liquor Store in Old Town At Creekside

 z Approved Old Town Creekside Restaurant in Old Town At 
Creekside

 z Approved Old Town Creekside Retail building in Old Town At 
Creekside

 z Approved Wells Bank in Old Town At Creekside

 z Approved Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) major site plan to 
create a new community center

 z Approved KC Cattle Company preliminary development plan 
(9,922 square foot office building with offices, shipping and 
receiving facilities/warehousing and retail component)

 z Approved Village on the Green preliminary development plan 
(30 residential buildings with 207 residential units)

 z Approved Evergy substation at the southwest corner of the 
intersection of Highway 45 and Ensign Dr.

 z Approved First Amendment to the Creekside Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) Plan to reconfigure boundaries of project areas 
within the existing Redevelopment Area

New to Parkville?
Check out the Parkville Resident 
Guide on the City’s website or pick 
one up at City Hall.
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City funded more projects with voter-
approved sales tax for park improvements
In April 2019, Parkville residents passed Proposition P, a ballot ques-
tion for a one-half cent sales tax on retail sales in Parkville, with 
68.82% approval. The City programmed $1,230,000 in the 2021 Capi-
tal Improvement Program for enhancements to the City’s parks. Proj-
ects completed included:

 z Grading for proposed recreational fields
 z Completion of first phase of Watkins Park improvements
 z Construction of roundabout in English Landing Park
 z Improvements to English Landing Park playground

Construction began on first segments of 
Route 9 from Highway 45 to Lakeview Drive

In January 2016, the Board of Aldermen 
adopted the Route 9 Corridor Study which 
contains preliminary design plans for safety 
and multi-modal transportation improve-
ments along Route 9 from Highway 45 in 
Parkville to Mattox Road in Riverside. 

In June, the Board of Aldermen approved a 
construction agreement with Gunter Con-

struction for the complete streets improvements to Route 9 from High-
way 45 to Lakeview Drive, which represents the first three phases of 
the Route 9 Corridor Study. The improvements will include additional 
turning lanes, traffic signal upgrades, curb and gutter, storm sewer im-
provements, a 10-foot shared-use path for non-motorized users, side-
walks, marked crosswalks and pedestrian lighting improvements. The 
work is anticipated to be completed in May 2022.

PUBLIC WORKS

Public Works

First phase of improvements to Watkins Park completed
In 2021, the City budgeted for improvements to Watkins Park, located at West and 10th streets in downtown 
Parkville. In March, the City received a Platte County Outreach Grant to assist with the improvements. The 
first phase of improvements include a small parking lot, a new shelter building, frontage and sign improve-
ments, trail realignment and an improved playground area.

English Landing Park Trail Connected to Riverside
In April, construction was completed on the Missouri Riverfront Trail connection from English Landing Park 
to Riverside. The Missouri Riverfront Trail runs from the east end of English Landing Park and continue for five 
miles to E.H. Young Riverfront Park in Riverside. From there, it connects to the Line Creek Trail eight miles north 
to Highway 152. Not only does the trail give direct access to more trails, it connects to several Northland parks. 

Improvements completed on Route 9 at 6th Street
The City of Parkville completed intersection improvements on Route 9 at 6th Street. The improvements 
were recommended in the Route 9 Corridor Study adopted in 2015 and in a traffic study completed for the 
Six at Park development.

Construction of the improvements by MegaKC began in May and were substantially completed in Septem-
ber. The intersection now has northbound and southbound left turn lanes, a northbound right turn lane, an 
eastbound right turn lane on 6th Street, a 10-foot trail on the east side, a five foot sidewalk on the west side, 
curbs and gutters, asphalt roadways and street lights.

Fence installed at entrance

Trail connected to Riverside

From 6th Street looking south

Crews install retaining wall
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Grants Received

City received grant for Platte Landing Park recreation fields
In 2021, the City received $1 million in Platte County Parks and Recreation Partnership Grant funds to assist with constructing new multi-
purpose sports fields in Platte Landing Park. Funding for the grant was made possible with the Platte County park sales tax, which was re-
newed by the voters in 2020.

City received Platte County Outreach Grant for Watkins Park Improvements
In 2021, the City received $26,000 in Platte County Park & Recreation Outreach grant funds that were used for Phase 1 improvements to 
Watkins Park.

City received Missouri Department of Conservation grant for trees in 
park
With assistance from the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) through its Tree Resource Improvement 
and Maintenance (TRIM) grant program, the City completed its plan to remove and trim hazardous trees in the 
park. With the aid of bucket trucks and tree climbers, six hazardous trees were removed and 19 trees were pruned. 
To make the project possible, the City was awarded TRIM grant funds in the amount of $7,320 from the MDC. 
Parkville was one of 40 communities to receive a grant in 2021 Crews remove hazardous tree

816.505.0444 | bythebladekc.com  
Landscapes | Aquascapes | Pools | Irrigation | Lighting

We've been providing the highest quality lawn and landscape services
to the northland since 1996. We use only the best products to build 
strong, healthy turf, prevent weeds and control pests. We can even 

change soil chemistry to maximize growth with our customized 
sun/shade program. Experience the by the blade family of services

and one-stop resource for all of your lawn & tree/shrub maintenance, 
irrigation and landscape needs. One does not grow a landscape 

overnight, but season by season, blade by blade.    

Now is the time to prepare your lawn for spring!
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RECYCLING / WASTE DISPOSAL

Save the dates! Spring Recycling & Waste Disposal
Starting in April, the City will hold its annual spring recycling events. More information about these events is on the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.
gov/residents/recycling-waste-disposal/ and will be included in the spring newsletter that will be mailed to residents and licensed businesses in April.

Spring Cleanup – 
Saturday, April 23
The Spring Cleanup is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
April 23rd at the Rockridge 
Quarry (formerly known 
as the Damon Pursell Con-
struction lot), located at 
6305 NW River Park Drive. 
This event is only open to 
Parkville residents.

Extended Yard 
Waste Drop off – 
Mon., April 25 to 
Fri., May 27
The City has partnered with 
Rockridge Quarry to host 
the City’s annual yard waste 
drop off event. Parkville 
residents can drop off their 
yard waste at no charge at 
6305 NW River Park Drive 
weekdays from 7:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

 Electronics Recycling and Paper Shredding Events – First Saturday of Even Months (excluding December)
The electronics recycling and paper shredding events will be held the first Saturdays of the even months through October. The events start at 9 a.m. in 
Platte Landing Park. 

Are you ready for the next chapter in your 
banking business? Talk with our business 
banking team today to discover how 
we do business better.

STARTUP LOANS    
CASH MANAGEMENT    
EXPERT ADVICE

WE’LL BE THERE 
FROM THE START

centralbank.net
8401 MO-45 HWY
Parkville, MO 64152
816-746-7600
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2021 Elected Officials

Nanette K. Johnston Mayor
Tina Welch Ward 1 Alderman

Philip Wassmer Ward 1 Alderman
Dave Rittman Ward 2 Alderman

Brian T. Whitley Ward 2 Alderman
Robert Lock Ward 3 Alderman

Douglas P. Wylie Ward 3 Alderman
Marc Sportsman Ward 4 Alderman

Left to right: Greg Plumb, Doug Wylie, Brian Whitley, Phil Wassmer, Nan Johnston, Tina Welch,  
Dave Rittman, Robert Lock and Marc Sportsman.

Contact Parkville 
City Hall

Address: 8880 Clark Avenue
Parkville MO 64152
Phone:   (816) 741-7676
Fax:        (816) 741-0013
Email:    cityhall@parkvillemo.gov
Website: parkvillemo.gov
Facebook: @CityofParkville
Twitter: @parkvillemo
Instagram: @parkvillemo64152



City of Parkville
8880 Clark Avenue

Parkville, MO 64152
Phone: (816) 741-7676

Fax: (816) 741-0013
E-mail: cityhall@parkvillemo.gov

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
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