
City of Parkville
Spring 2020 Newsletter

I hope this newsletter finds you and your family safe and secure. I would 
start out by saying what a challenging time it has been. It goes without saying 
that we are living in a time of daily uncertainty that most of us have never 
experienced. As a community, we are all in this together, and we will get 
through this together. 

Your city government is here to help. We continue to provide your es-
sential services and are working closely with public health officials in pro-
viding a coordinated 
community response 
to this emergency. We 
are also doing our best 
to regularly update 
our citizens on con-
stant changing condi-
tions.

I offer many thanks 
to everyone in the 
community who are 
stepping up during 
these difficult times:

• First, and fore-
most, I thank the tire-
less commitment of 
our front-line health 
workers, first responders, and other essential service providers for their con-
tinued effort to care for us and keep us safe.

• I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for doing 
your part to help us battle the virus. Our residents and businesses are being 
diligent in staying home as much as possible and following the guidance 
of public health officials in practicing social distancing to prevent expo-
sure and the spread of the disease. It will help contain the spread and get us 
through this.

• Citizens are selflessly responding to the needs of others, checking up on 
vulnerable family members and neighbors, or simply helping people out in 
the biggest of ways, or the smallest of ways.

• Businesses and retail workers are making goods and services available 
to us, and are sacrificing the risk to their own health, in exchange for their 
commitment to serve us. 

• As we adjust to a new daily routine, it warms my heart to see so many 
of our residents continue to find ways to help in our community through 
our various organizations. Locally, there are a number of residents making 
face masks to deal with the nation-wide shortage.  Feed Northland Kids, 
a nonprofit organization has teamed up with northland school districts to 
continue providing meals to kids who are now home bound. Our dedicated 
Parkville Animal Shelter volunteers continue to ensure our homeless ani-
mals are walked and fed.  I am grateful to these residents and organizations 
that, despite new social distancing guidelines, have found innovative ways 
to continue to serve our community. Just because our daily life has changed, 
these organizations and others have the same, or even increased, financial 
needs.  Please consider donating to Feed Northland Kids: https://www.feed-
northlandkids.org/get-involved/donate/ or the Parkville Animal Shelter: 
https://www.parkvilleshelter.com/. 

The City of Parkville is doing its part 
in responding to this emergency.

• Parkville, along with other cities in the metro, are collaborating with 

each other and working closely with the health departments in implement-
ing orders that will help keep us safe.  

• The City is providing regular updates on our social media sites and 
through our electronic mail system. I encourage you to sign up for updates 
to keep track of ever-changing news pertaining to COVID-19. Instructions 
are provided below.

• The Stay at Home order continues to be implemented.  The City is work-
ing with businesses 
and communicating 
with the public on 
providing guidance in 
our effort to abide by 
the order, yet let resi-
dents engage in per-
missible activities. We 
have included in this 
newsletter addition-
al information about 
this. 

• I have issued an 
Emergency Order 
that will help facili-
tate the use of City re-
sources in responding 

to this crisis.
• Our Police Department and Public Works Department are on the job, 

keeping our community safe and maintaining our infrastructure.  
• While City Hall is presently closed to the public, staff continues to work 

to serve the resident’s needs, practicing social distancing guidance includ-
ing having a number of staff members working from home. Included in this 
newsletter are ways to connect with City Hall, pay for licenses and sewer 
bills, and obtain building permits.  

In addition to grocery shopping, or medical care, there are other essential 
services that are available to us during the time of “Stay at Home” and other 
social distancing orders. Among them are: 

• English Landing Park, Platte Landing Park, the Sullivan Nature Sanctu-
ary, the Parkville Nature Sanctuary, and neighborhood parks are all open. 
We understand that our citizens may feel isolated as they follow the advice. 
Our parks are an opportunity for residents to get out to take a walk, do some 
exercise, or simply get outdoors and enjoy our beautiful parks. I encourage 
you to take advantage of this, and please, strictly follow the social distancing 
guidelines.  

• Most of Parkville restaurants are open for carry-out service and many of 
our other businesses are open online – please support our local businesses

• For updates on our business community – go to: Main Street Parkville: 
www.ParkvilleMo.org, and the Parkville Area Chamber of Commerce: www.
ParkvilleChamber.com, or their various social media sites.

I assure you the City of Parkville will do all it can to keep the community 
safe and to respond to your needs. I encourage you to remain strong and to 
continue to help each other during these challenging times. Our faith will 
help guide us. We will soon get through this together. I look forward for our 
citizens to be able to resume the vibrancy of their lives and to enjoy the things 
that are most important to them, including living in our great community.  

Thank you and be well. -- Mayor Nan Johnston

Message from the Mayor

THIS NEWSLETTER IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ADVERTISERS WITHIN.
Show your appreciation for their support in helping provide
this newsletter to the public by doing business with them!
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Parkville issues state of emergency declaration in response to COVID-19
At the March 17th Board of Aldermen meeting, Mayor Johnston declared a state of emergency concerning the COVID-19 

pandemic which enabled City government emergency authority to deal with the outbreak.
The COVID-19 outbreak and the spread of contagious disease conditions is a threat to lives and property of our citizens. 

The declaration invoked and declared in full force and effect all laws available for the exercise of emergency authority, for the 
protection of the lives and property of the people of the City of Parkville. The declaration further enables the City to access 
any state or federal government financial assistance in carrying out our emergency duties during this time of crisis. Visit 
https://parkvillemo.gov/download/EmergencyDeclarationCOVID-19.pdf to view the declaration. 

Parkville City Hall Closed to Public Access
Due to COVID-19, Parkville City Hall remains closed to the public until further notice, which became effective March 24th. 

City government services continue during the closure and public access to other City government services, and general inqui-
ries, may be made via:

    • Phone at (816) 741-7676, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
    • E-mail at cityhall@parkvillemo.gov
    • Regular mail at 8880 Clark Avenue, Parkville, MO 64152. 

City police protection and infrastructure maintenance continues under normal operations. Any inquiries will be forwarded to 
the appropriate staff member to respond. Interim building permit and inspection instructions may be found on the City’s web-
site at http://parkvillemo.gov/business/development-permits/. 

Parkville sewer billing during City Hall closure
Residents that are customers of the Parkville sewer system can pay their sewer bill by mail, by using the drive-up drop box lo-
cated on the north side of City Hall, or by using the online sewer billing payment system found on the City’s website at http://
parkvillemo.gov/residents/sewer-utility-billing/. 
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Platte County Health Department issued “Stay at Home” Order
On March 19th, Platte County proclaimed a state of emergency to take measures to reduce the possibility of expo-
sure to COVID-19 and to promote the health and safety of Platte County residents. Since March 24th with the “Stay at 
Home” order issued by Platte County, residents are restricted to movement for essential activities only and must follow social 
distancing requirements. 

The Platte County Health Department issued orders related to COVID-19, including:
•	 Social Distancing: Maintaining at least six-foot social distancing from other individuals, washing hands with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds as frequently as possible or using hand sanitizer, covering coughs or sneezes (into 
the sleeve or elbow, not hands), regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces and not shaking hands.

•	 Essential Activities: Permissible activities, including visits to the grocery store, medical providers and other essential 
needs identified in the County order. Because essential activities include the ability to engage in outdoor activity, the 
city parks and nature sanctuaries will remain open.

•	 Prohibit Social Gatherings of 10 or more: No public or private gatherings of 10 or more people are allowed, with 
the exception of governmental and judicial functions, healthcare facilities, daycare facilities, grocery stores, pharma-
cies and business operations. School operations have ceased for any institutions of elementary or secondary education, 
including but not limited to public, private, charted or parochial schools.

•	 Essential Travel: Individuals engaged in any “Essential Travel” listed in the order must comply with all Social Dis-
tancing Requirements. 

To view the full “Stay at Home” order visit
 https://parkvillemo.gov/download/PlatteCountyOrder_COVID19_StayatHome.pdf. 
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Parks and Nature Sanctuaries 
Remain Open during “Stay at 
Home” Order

Per the County’s “Stay at Home” order, essential activ-
ities include the ability to engage in outdoor activity. En-
glish Landing Park, 
Platte Landing Park, 
neighborhood parks, 
the Sullivan Na-
ture Sanctuary and 
the Parkville Nature 
Sanctuary will re-
main open during the 
“Stay at Home” or-
der. The playgrounds 
in the parks are closed until further notices. Park visitors 
must follow social distancing requirements and stay 6 feet 
apart from other park users.
Support Local Businesses

Several local businesses in Parkville are considered “Es-
sential Activities” and may stay open during the “Stay at 
Home” order. Businesses, including but not limited to, 
restaurants for delivery and carry-out only, pharmacies, gro-
cery stores, healthcare, gas stations, banks, hardware stores, 
contractors (plumbers, electricians, builders, landscapers) 
and dry cleaners. Help support our local businesses.

Help Flatten the Curve by Staying 
Home and Following Social 
Distancing Guidelines
Aggressive measures are being taken all around us, including 
in Platte County, in an effort to try to flatten the curve and to 
stop the spread of COVID-19. Stay informed and stay home.

Image courtesy of 
Platte County Health 

Department



COVID-19  •  PAGE 5City of Parkville - SPRING 2020 Newsletter

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.

THE PLATTE COUNTY CITIZEN
812 Third Street • PO Box 888

Platte City, MO 64079
816-858-5154  

advertising@plattecountycitizen.com

THE PLATTE COUNTY CITIZEN
812 Third Street • PO Box 888

Platte City, MO 64079
816-858-5154  

advertising@plattecountycitizen.com

Go online to: 
plattecountycitizen.com 

or call or stop by the 
office to subscribe 

or visit with our 
advertising department.
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PARK.EDUGET A 
JUMP ON
GRADUATION.
ENROLL  IN
SUMMER
CLASSES TODAY! JUNE 8

SUMMER TERM STARTS
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We’re your Shield.
We’re your Shelter.

6704 NW Tower Drive
Platte Woods, MO

816-746-0818
JonMiller@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE

Jonathan 
Miller

®

In uncertain times we have found a constant in our lives - the comfort 
received from our animal companions. Studies link pets to real health ben-
efits for their families such as lowering our blood pressure, reducing stress, 
increasing our activity levels and creating happiness. At Friends of Parkville 
Animal Shelter (FOPAS), we know this to be true.

The volunteers and donors at FOPAS care for the animals in our rescue 
multiple times per day, 365 days per year, rain or shine. Our furry friends 
give us hope through their incredible examples of tenderness, joy, tenacity, 
and ultimately trust and unconditional love. In times of distress and uncer-
tainty the animals in our care reassure us. They remind us to breathe, to be 
present in each moment we share, and that when we are kind to each other 
anything is possible.

Our volunteers are grateful for the extraordinary acts of compassion we 
witness on a regular basis. The kindness shown our small shelter is illustrat-
ed every day by a caring community. 

When you are ready to welcome home your best friend, please choose 
rescue. If you cannot foster or adopt a pet, please give when you are able. 
Your friendship means everything to our volunteers and to the cats and 
dogs at FOPAS. Thank you for your kindness. Together, we can do this. 
Visit www.parkvilleshelter.com for news and information about our efforts, 
email friendsofparkville@hotmail.com or follow us on Facebook.
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Contact the Mayor and Board of Aldermen
 • Mayor Nan Johnston njohnston@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Tina Welch, Ward 1 twelch@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Philip Wassmer, Ward 1 pwassmer@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Dave Rittman, Ward 2 drittman@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Brian Whitley, Ward 2 bwhitley@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Bob Lock, Ward 3 rlock@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Doug Wylie, Ward 3 dwylie@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Marc Sportsman, Ward 4 msportsman@parkvillemo.gov 
 • Alderman Greg Plumb, Ward 4 gplumb@parkvillemo.gov 

Learn more about the Mayor and Board of Aldermen at:
 http://parkvillemo.gov/government/board-of-aldermen/. 

Contact Parkville 
City Hall

Address: 8880 Clark Avenue,   
 Parkville MO 64152
Phone:   (816) 741-7676
Fax:        (816) 741-0013
Email:    cityhall@parkvillemo.gov
Website: parkvillemo.gov
Facebook: @CityofParkville
Twitter: @parkvillemo
Instagram: @parkvillemo64152

Sign Up for our 
Monthly Newsletter

Beginning in April, the City 
will be issuing a 

monthly e-newsletter to 
everyone signed up on the 
City’s website. Visit http://

parkvillemo.gov/email-signup/ 
to sign up today!

General Municipal Election Postponed to June
Due to COVID-19, the General Municipal Election has been post-
poned to June 2, 2020. The following candidates filed for city offices: 
 • Municipal Judge: Kevin Humiston
 • Ward 1: Tina Welch, Patricia S. Robinson
 • Ward 2: Dave Rittman, Brett Krause
 • Ward 3: Robert Lock, Doug Bias, Jr.
 • Ward 4: Marc Sportsman
*Note: Names in each position listed in order candidate filed

Left to right: Greg Plumb, Doug Wylie, Brian Whitley, Phil Wassmer, Nan Johnston, Dave Rittman, 
Robert Lock & Marc Sportsman.

2019 Annual Report
The 2019 Annual Report 

is intended to record the im-
portant events, projects, ac-
complishments and statistics 
of Parkville over the last year. 
It also helps illustrate how staff 
time and taxpayer resources 
were spent over the calendar 
year. The full report can be 
found at https://parkvillemo.
gov/download/2019Annual-
Report.pdf.

Sign up for E-mail and 
Text Notifications

To stay informed, please sign up for our 
text and/or email notification updates. 

• E-mail updates: http://parkvillemo.
gov/email-signup/. 

• Text notifications on your phone: 
http://parkvillemo.gov/departments/po-
lice-dept/emergency-management/. 
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The thought of buying and owning a home can seem overwhelming. 

However, our experts are here to make the process seamless and 

help you �nance the home of your dreams with a loan that’s perfect 

for your individual needs.  

We have been devoted to helping our community prosper for over 

120 years.  No matter what stage of the home buying process you 

are in, we are dedicated to assisting you with the high quality, 

hometown community service you deserve.  As you invest in your 

new home, we are investing in the hopes and dreams of your future!  

Helping You Finance Your New Home 

WESTON        816.640.5252 

PLATTE CITY    816.858.5900 

COSBY       816.746.4555 

CALL TODAY! 

Apply Online at 

www.bankofweston.com 

Spring Cleanup Events
Due to the COVID-19, the cleanup events scheduled in April could 

be cancelled. Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/resi-
dents/recycling-waste-disposal/ for the latest updates.

Be Stormwater Smart! 
Keep grass clippings out of the street.
Grass clippings and leaves blown into the street during yard main-

tenance don't just disappear, they end up in the nearest river or plug 
local storm sewer systems. Dumping into storm drains is not just 
wrong, it’s illegal. Storm drains lead to creeks and rivers and when 
it rains, everything in the street washes into those drains. Grass and 
leaves can cause odors in creeks and drainage problems can lead to 
flooding.

Residents can mow grass higher and leave clippings on the lawn 
to provide nutrients to the soil, rake/blow leaves into a compost pile, 
refrain from sweeping/blowing grass clippings and leaves into the 
streets and don’t overwater the lawn or garden.

Grass blown into the street can easily enter the storm sewer which 
ultimately ends up in our rivers and lake. 

WAYS TO SUPPORT 
OUR 

SMALL BUSINESSES
ORDER FOOD CURBSIDE CARRYOUT 

OR DELIVERY
ONLINE SHOPPING

PLACE AN ORDER OVER THE PHONE
BUY A GIFT CARD
VIRTUAL CLASSES

PROMOTE THE BUSINESS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
LEAVE AN ONLINE REVIEW

SHOP LOCAL BEFORE AMAZON

Historic Downtown Parkville 
www.ParkvilleMo.org

 FB @MainStreetParkville
____________________________________________   
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On December 16, 2019, the Planning and Zoning Commission 
approved a final development plan for Lot 3 of the Old Town At 
Creekside planned commercial development located on the south-
east quadrant of the intersection of I-435 and Highway 45. The plan 
proposes a 15,000 square foot commercial building with a saw-

Parkville awarded $400,000 in 
Governor’s Transportation 
Cost Share Program funds

Last October, the City submitted an application to the Missou-
ri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) for funding to support 
Complete Streets transportation improvements at the intersection of 
Highway 9 and 6th Street. Per a traffic impact analysis submitted in 
conjunction with the development of the Six At Park office building 
at 105 East 6th Street, there is a need to construct a southbound left-
turn lane and a northbound right-turn lane to relieve traffic conges-
tion. In December 2019, the City was awarded $400,000 in Governor’s 
Transportation Cost Share funds to construct these improvements. 
City staff worked with Foutch Brothers and Park University to deed 
over necessary property and right-of-way to MoDOT to make room 
for these improvements and is in the process of preparing final engi-
neering and design plans. The City anticipates construction will com-
mence in 2021 and be completed later that year.

Preliminary plans of transportation improvements at the intersec-
tion of Highway 9 and 6th Street

City approves expansion of 
fire station along Highway 45
On January 14, the Planning and Zoning Commission 
approved a final development plan for an addition to 
and renovation of Southern Platte Fire Protection Dis-
trict Station #3 at 10811 NW Highway 45. The project 
includes adding a new fire truck bay to the facility, as 
well as a new decontamination area and storage garage.

City approves relocation of house 
to be repurposed as a restaurant

On February 11, the Planning and Zoning Commission approved 
a final development plan to relocate a single-family residential home 
into Lot 4 of the Old Town At Creekside planned commercial de-
velopment located on the southeast quadrant of the intersection of 
I-435 and Highway 45. The existing house, constructed in 1980, is a 
2,000 square foot log cabin house at 15201 NW Brink-Myer Road. 
The developer will be lifting the building off of its foundation and 
transferring it to a pad site approximately 200 feet to the north. 
The building will then be repurposed into a restaurant, with 1,700 
square feet being added to the building for a commercial kitchen. 
The developer is pursuing a barbeque restaurant concept.

Construction underway for new Johnny’s Tavern restaurant in Old Town At Creekside
cut natural limestone veneer. Johnny’s Tavern, Anytime Fitness and 
Scooter’s Coffee will be the three tenants in the building. Construc-
tion commenced in March and the building shell is anticipated to be 
completed by the end of the summer.
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Proudly Rooted in Parkville
Have you visited us at our new Outdoor Design Studio right here in 

Parkville? Your oasis awaits!

Visit our Open House on June 20th from 11am-2pm or call us today 
to book your private tour and check out our display of plants, stone, 

decking, outdoor kitchens and lighting, and much more.

816.505.0444 | bythebladekc.com  
Landscapes | Aquascapes | Pools | Irrigation | Lighting

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders,
and problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take

action to create lasting change – across the globe, in our
communities, and in ourselves.

•Promote peace •Fight disease •Provide clean water, sanitation, and hygiene 
•Save mothers and children •Support education •Grow local economieswww.parkvillerotary.org

INTERESTED IN JOINING ROTARY? 
Be our guest at one of our lunch meetings at Park

University, Fridays at noon. Visit our facebook
page for more information!

SUPPORT THE PARKVILLE
ROTARY FLAG PROGRAM!

A flag will be placed at your home or business 
four times a year on the following holidays:

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 
& Veterans Day. Proceeds of the program enable

Parkville Rotary to continue a long record of
Service Above Self. 

We are taking new orders for 2020!  
Go to www.parkvillerotary.org and click on the

"Contact Us" button to learn more about the
program or be added to our 2020 list!

Parkville Nature Sanctuary installs 
new Interpretive Signs

Three new interpretive signs welcome you to the Parkville 
Nature Sanctuary. Enjoy the spring weather hiking the three 
miles of trails and searching for signs of wildlife and early mi-
gratory birds. At the 
entrance you will 
find the new wel-
come sign and map 
of the Jim Reed Trail 
System. Along the 
way, you will find 
a Nature Play in-
terpretive sign and 
Meet Your Neigh-
bors, an introduction to sanctuary wildlife. The signs were 
funded through donations and a 2019 Platte County Parks & 
Recreation Outreach Grant.

Message from the Nature Sanctuary Director
When I first planned my spring newsletter submission, I was excited 

to talk about the 2020 PNS Nature Camp. However, over a two week 
period, everything changed.

Unfortunately, our camp scheduled in June has been cancelled. This 
decision took some time and I went back and forth several times. I like 
to think optimistically and hope the world will be back to normal by 
then, but each day that vision is harder to hold. Protecting the health 
and safety of campers and camp staff is paramount. Many of us on the 
staff are members of an at-risk group because of our age. If the guide-
lines for social distancing, shelter in place, hand washing and whatever 
else may evolve next are still in place, camp will be inoperable.

The Coronavirus pandemic has changed our lives in countless ways. 
Schools and many businesses are closed with students and workers 
engaged online from home. Many are forced out of work with paydays 
in doubt. Group activities are cancelled and “Stay at Home” orders are 
in place to limit the spread of the disease. This is all the more over-
whelming when the expectations change nearly daily and there is an 
uncertainty about how long things will need to go on like this.

These are stressful times. Please consider visiting the Parkville Na-
ture Sanctuary with your family when your periods of indoor activity 
become overwhelming. The sanctuary trails will remain open this 
spring from dawn to dusk and the fresh air and exercise can only do 
you good. Stay safe, stay protected and be well. 

-- Nature Sanctuary Director Joe Ryan
FOPNS to offer pro photo contest

The Friends of Parkville Nature Sanctuary (FOPNS) will give 
professional photographers another chance to have their work 
recognized when it holds a monthly contest in June.

FOPNS offered its first contest for professionals in January, but 
due to a lack of participation, the board voted at a recent meeting to 
offer another contest in June.

The pro division competition will be in addition to the regular 
amateur contest each month. FOPNS defines a professional as 
anyone who makes more than $1,000 annually for his or her work.

Photographers can submit photos taken in the month of June to 
our email, fopns12@gmail.com. For a full list of rules for the photo 
contest, go to https://www.friendsofpns.org/contest-rules.html .
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