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Hello Residents of Parkville,

Summer is finally here! And with that comes many fun activities 
for our residents, the bulk of which are coordinated, run and paid 
for by our merchants on Main Street. Plan to attend the 4th of July 
parade and festivities. In August, the merchants will host Parkville 
Days. In between, look for Final Friday activities and a monthly car 
show. Details regarding these events and more are found on page 7. I 
would like to give a huge “thank you” to our hard-working downtown 
merchants who make all these events possible. Please show your 
appreciation by visiting our downtown shops and businesses.

Prior to becoming involved in City government, I had no idea just 
how many volunteers it takes to operate a city and I think you would 
be surprised too. I have a list of over 200 individuals, not including 
scout troops, churches and businesses who volunteer in some capacity 
to make our community a great place to live. 

In this issue, I would like to recognize Cem Yildirim of Riss 
Lake. Tired of seeing trash along the roadside leading into his 
neighborhood, Cem organized some neighbors and worked with 
our Police Chief Kevin Chrisman and the Riss Lake Community 
Association to participate in the Missouri Adopt-A-Highway Program. 

The Riss Lake Community Association has formally adopted a 
1.165-mile section of Highway 45, from Klamm Road to Highway 
9, joining more than 5,200 groups and 50,000 volunteers who help 
make Missouri’s roadways cleaner and more attractive. The group 
of volunteers will pick up litter along the highway in their adopted 
section. Volunteer cleanup began on May 5th with a small group of 
Riss Lake residents Judy and Randy Timmerman; Amy and Kent Barr; 
Frances Duffy; and NevAda, Banu and Cem Yildirim. Other sections 
of highway have been adopted by area businesses and scouting 
organizations.

Parkville has a rich history and we want to share it with you, our 
residents, in our “Parkville in History” feature. The second feature is 
about the light pole that once stood at the intersection of First and 
Main streets in downtown Parkville.

To stay on top of things happening in Parkville, please visit our 
website and sign up for email updates at ParkvilleMO.gov. As always, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. 
The number here at City Hall is (816)741-7676 and my email is 
NJohnston@ParkvilleMO.gov. I look forward to hearing from you.

- Mayor Nan Johnston





PARKVILLE HISTORY / COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  •  PAGE 3

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.

City of Parkville - Summer 2018 Newsletter

Carolyn writes, “I am often asked if I have 
any photos of the light pole that once stood 
at the intersection of First and Main streets in 
downtown Parkville and if I know when it was 
installed and when it was removed. I can answer 
two of those questions in the affirmative.”

“While looking for something else, I came 
across this notice in the August 20, 1914, Platte 
County Gazette. The text reads: ‘The new street 
light at First and Main Streets, given by the 
publisher of the Gazette (J.P. Tucker) to the City, 
was turned on last Wednesday evening for the 
first time. It is a beautiful and classy addition to 
Parkville and called forth favorable comment 
from all sides.’”

“For many years, at the end of Rush Week, 
members of Park’s brother-sister clubs would 
race to the intersection; the first person to 

touch the light pole claimed it as the property of his or her club 
and decorated it with the club banner. Then, accompanied by the 
school band, all would join hands and march around in a circle in 
the middle of the street while singing club songs. In case you are 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Parkville has a rich history and the City would like
to share it with you, our residents. 

This newsletter’s feature is from Park University
Archivist Carolyn Elwess. The content appeared 

in the April 21, 2006, edition of the Parkville Luminary.

having a hard time picturing that event, here’s a photo to prove it! 
The street light is on the left.”

“The question I can’t answer is exactly when the lamp was 
removed. I recall that the concrete base was still there when I was 
a student at Park in the late 60s. Does anyone know the answer? If 
you do, e-mail me at Carolyn.elwess@park.edu.”

If you have any interesting stories you would like to share, we 
would love to hear from you. Contact Parkville City Hall at (816) 
741-7676 and speak with the city clerk to share your story. It might 
be featured in a future city newsletter. 

Work Begins on Phase 1 of APEX Plaza 
at Highway 45 and Melody Lane

On June 6, 2017, the Board of Aldermen approved a 
preliminary development plan for CBC Real Estate APEX 
Plaza, a retail shopping center at the northwest corner of 
Highway 45 and Melody Lane. The shopping center will 
consist of four buildings and 211 parking spaces. Phase 1 of 
the development was approved by the Planning & Zoning 
Commission on April 10, 2018. Lot 1 will contain a 15,000 
square foot building with Westlake ACE Hardware and Lot 4 
will contain an 8,400 square foot commercial strip building 
for multiple retail tenants. Construction has begun on the 
Westlake ACE Hardware building. Final development plans for 
Phase 2 are anticipated to be submitted later this year. Lot 2 will 
contain a drive-in / drive-thru restaurant and Lot 3 will contain 
a casual restaurant.

View looking north from Highway 45 towards Westlake Ace Hardware retail building

View looking north from Highway 45 towards commercial strip retail building
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Remember to Like Us on Facebook 
for Jemma’s tip of the month!

436-8475436-8475 584-0059584-0059

stevesheatingllc.com
Free Estimates on Equipment Replacement

453-1200453-1200

Nature Sanctuary Planted New Trees 
and Hosted Several Events This Spring

Forty trees were recently planted in the Sullivan Nature Sanctuary to 
replace trees lost to the easement granted to Missouri American Water for 
a pipeline along the north boundary. Species include bur, pin and swamp 
white oaks; pecan; river birch; and sycamore. Trees are best viewed along 
the North Twin Trail. Each tree is staked and watered twice a week.

In April, the Parkville Nature Sanctuary hosted two new events on 
Earth Day weekend – a BioBlitz and Garlic Mustard Pull. A BioBlitz is a 
science-based event that records as many living organisms as possible in 
a given time period. We had a dozen volunteers make 151 observations 
that recorded 98 species of plants, animals, and fungi over a five hour 
period. Our crazy-weather spring delayed the flowering of the invasive 
garlic mustard, but another dozen volunteers filled several large trash bags 
of the harder-to-spot young plants. We are planning another BioBlitz in 
2019, possibly in mid-summer, to have a look at things later in the growing 
season. Interested in joining the fun? Consider downloading the iNaturalist 
app and learn how to create your own list of observations and find our 
BioBlitz results under the ‘Projects’ tab.

In June, the Sanctuary hosted its annual three-day Nature Camp for 
youth ages 8-10. Campers painted fish prints onto T-shirts, learned to use a 
compass, collected aquatic insects from the creek, created nature art, built a 
bird feeder, played predator-prey games, and more. Many thanks are owed 
to our volunteer staff and camper parents who make this event possible.

Remember, sanctuary trails are open from dawn to dusk every day. Even 
on hot days, we have shaded trails to escape the summer sun. Please leave 
your dogs at home (we are a sanctuary, not a city park) and come to enjoy 
the outdoors.

In April 2018, the Planning & Zoning Commission approved the 
final development plan for Six At Park, a 4-story, 54,000 square foot 
class-A office building for office/service uses that will be located at 
Route 9 and 6th Street. The development is a $9.8 million project 
and will provide 163 parking spaces for up to 130 employees. It is 
estimated to generate 224 full-time positions with an average annual 
wage of $53,600. It will redevelop a site that formally was used for 
apartments and businesses that were demolished.

In May 2018, the Board of Aldermen approved Missouri Chapter 
100 and Chapter 353 economic development incentives for the 
project. Under Chapter 353, a portion of the real property taxes will 
be abated for 15 years. Under Chapter 100, the developer will receive 
a sales tax exemption on building materials used for construction. 
These incentives are intended to be used to offset redevelopment 
costs of this currently blighted property to make the investment 
viable for the developer.  The use of incentives was supported by a 
financial study that revealed an overall positive economic impact to 
the community and taxing districts.

In addition, a parking lot agreement was approved to provide free 
public parking on the property after 5 p.m. on weekdays and all 
day on holidays and weekends.  The parking lot is near downtown 
Parkville.

View looking southeast towards the Six At Park commercial office building

New Development Coming 
to Route 9 and 6th Street

Purchase a Commemorative Brick for the 
Robert Fluchel Memorial Butterfly Garden

Come enjoy a refreshing stroll through the picturesque garden for 
monarch butterflies and other pollinators located at the north end of 
the Parkville Nature Sanctuary parking lot. The butterfly garden was 
established in 2017 to honor the memory of former beloved Nature 
Sanctuary Director Bob Fluchel.

The garden features a botanical collection of over 20 different native 
plant species, hundreds of individual plants, and a chipped trail through 
the garden. The edging is composed of commemorative bricks from 
donors to the Sanctuary. 

The Friends of Parkville Nature Sanctuary is selling the bricks again this 
summer. Phase 2 of this fundraising project is June 1-August 31. Your 
purchase of a 4” x 8” Commemorative Brick is a special way to honor 
family, friends and the Parkville Nature Sanctuary at the same time. Each 
commemorative brick is $100.00 for one line (22 spaces) or $125.00 for 
two to three lines (44-66 spaces). Orders mailed by July 31 will receive 
$10.00 off the listed price.

Your contribution is 100% tax deductible. All donations received are 
used solely for support of the Parkville Nature Sanctuary mission. 

Visit the City’s website for more information on how to purchase 
a commemorative brick. For questions, contact Jeanne Pyland at 
je.pyland@gmail.com.
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Exterior Improvements to English
Landing Park Restroom Now Complete

The exterior improvements 
to the restroom in English 
Landing Park have been 
completed! Upgrades include 
a new green metal roof with 
skylights, new stonework and 
stucco with a fresh coat of 
paint. In an effort to allow the 
restroom to be open year-round, heating units will also be installed. 
Help us keep the restroom clean!

City Partners with Park University
for Beach Volleyball

The City’s partnership with Park University is growing. The 
University is teaming up with the City to use the sand volleyball 
courts in English Landing Park as their home court for their new 
collegiate beach volleyball team, beginning in 2019. 

The City approved a maintenance and use agreement for the 
three sand volleyball courts in the park. Park University will 
update the courts to certified beach volleyball standards and in 
exchange will use them for practice and intercollegiate competition. 
Improvements will include replacing and increasing the depth of 
the sand, adding new poles and net systems and installing court 
volleyball lines. The public will have access to official college beach 
volleyball courts for recreational play during times they are not 
reserved by Park University. The beach volleyball season runs 
from January to May. The University will start working on the 
improvements this fall.

Household Hazardous Waste
and Recycling Events in Platte
Landing Park on September 15th

Parkville and Riverside are partnering up for a household 
hazardous waste (HHW) event in Platte Landing Park at the 
parking lot near the dog parks on Saturday, September 15th from 
8 a.m. to noon. Items accepted include paint, automotive products, 
antifreeze, batteries, CFL light bulbs, fertilizers, hazardous cleaners, 
household cleaners, pool chemicals, and used oil and thinners.

In conjunction with the HHW event on September 15th, Parkville 
will host a recycling event from 8:00 a.m. to noon in the parking 
lot at the entrance to Platte Landing Park. Midwest Recycling 
Center will be on-site for electronics recycling that will be open to 
everyone. Midwest Shredding will be on-site for paper shredding 
for Parkville residents only; proof of residency will be required. 
Other acceptable materials for recycling at this event include tires 
and metals.

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.
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Park University Preparing for Homecoming Weekend 2018
Park University alumni from across the country and their families will converge on the University’s Parkville Campus for 

Homecoming Weekend 2018, Thursday through Saturday, Sept. 13-15. While a number of activities are reserved for Park alumni 
and their families, many events are open to the public. These include (events with ticketed admission are noted with an *):

Thursday, Sept. 13
• Women’s volleyball vs. Ottawa University, Breckon Sports Center, 7 p.m.*

Friday, Sept. 14
• Park University Alumni Association Awards Luncheon, Courtyard by Marriott Kansas City at Briarcliff, 11:30 a.m.*
• Copley-Thaw Hall 1918 Time Capsule Opening, 2 p.m.
• 150th Anniversary Kickoff Event, S.D. Strong Distilling (Parkville Commercial Underground), 

3:30 p.m.
• Athletics Wall of Honor Induction Banquet, Park Distance Learning Conference Center, 6:30 

p.m.*
• Athletics Wall of Honor Unveiling, Mabee Learning Center/Academic Underground 600 

Corridor, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15

• Pirate Storytelling, Norrington Center, 10:30 a.m.
• Women’s and Men’s Soccer vs. Lindenwood University-Belleville, Noon and 2 p.m.        

(Crowning of Homecoming Royalty at halftime of men’s match)*

For more information, including registration, and to see a complete schedule of events, 
visit www.park.edu/homecoming, or contact the University’s Office of Alumni Relations at 
alumnioffice@park.edu / (816) 584-6209.

LEARN.
TO SUCCEED.

PARK.EDU
PARKVILLE, MO
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Get involved! 
Your Chamber offers many opportunities to get   
involved.  Whether it is networking to grow your 

business or volunteering for our Charity of 
Choice, involvement is the key. 

Regular events are scheduled at various times of 
the month, week or day to fit your busy schedule. 

• Enjoy morning coffee and pastries with 
a member speaker at our Membership 
Meetings, the 3rd Friday of the month.

• Monthly lunches are the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at local member restaurants. 
Speaker opportunities available. 

Please check our website or Facebook 
for more information 

www.parkvillechamber.com  
@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

8878 NW 63rd St, Ste 103, Parkville, MO 
816-587-2700 

www.parkvillechamber.com 
@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

2018 Charity of Choice Parkville Women’s Clinic 

Summer/Fall 2018 
Chamber Events 

Aug 19—5k/10k River Run 

Sept 6—Platte County Legislative Breakfast Panel 

Sept 27—Parkville Chamber Night at Chicken-N-Pickle 

Nov 3—2nd Annual Trivia Night 

SAVE THE DATE 

2019 Black & White Gala 
Jan 26th, 2019 

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN PARKVILLE
SUMMER EVENTS & FESTIVALS

Final Fridays Fest 
Fridays: June 29, July 27, August 31, September 28
Final Fridays Fest is fun for the whole family with live mu-

sic, after-hours shopping, and family fun in downtown 
Parkville. 

Parkville 4th of July Celebration 
Wednesday, July 4  •  Carnival dates: June 29 – July 4 
Bring the whole family to celebrate with our traditional 

salute to Independence Day, including a carnival, 
parade, fireworks and more. 

Vintage Fair 
Saturdays: June 30, July 28, August 25, September 29
Collectibles, vintage, antiques, and retro.  English Landing 

Center.   
Parkville Cruise Nights 
Saturdays:  August 4, September 1
Bring or find your dream car while you listen to music, shop 

and dine, and enjoy beautiful downtown Parkville.
Parkville Days 
Friday, August 17 – Sunday, August 19 
Celebrate Parkville with the whole family at our annual 

Parkville Days festival.  Live music, carnival rides, 
more than 75 retail and arts/crafts booths, great food, 
games, and a Saturday parade.

For more details, visit www.ParkvilleMo.org
or Facebook @MainStreetParkville.

Summer/Fall 2018
Community Events

June 29 Final Fridays Fest
 29-30 Carnival
 30 Vintage Fair 
July 1-4 Carnival
 4 4th of July Celebration
  27 Final Friday Fest
 28 Vintage Fair
Aug. 4 Cruise Night
 17-19 Parkville Days
 25 Vintage Fair
 31 Final Friday Fest
Sept. 1 Cruise Night
 28 Final Fridays Fest
 29 Vintage Fair

Friends of Parkville Animal Shelter: A Northland Treasure
Our animal 

companions have a 
remarkable gift for 
teaching us lessons in 
joy, trust, forgiveness, 
and unconditional love.  
With a rescued pet, we 

often wonder, who is actually rescuing whom?   
Since 1999, Friends of Parkville Animal 

Shelter (FOPAS) volunteers and supporters 
have worked tirelessly on behalf of area strays. 
Together, we have rescued, rehabilitated, and 
rehomed thousands of cats and dogs in need. 
Volunteers care for the animals 365 days 
per year, provide TNR (trap/neuter/return), 
educate the public about the importance of 
spay/neuter, encourage young people to make 
a positive difference in the life of an animal, 
and underscore the importance of rescue in the 
health and vitality of a community.   

FOPAS is sincerely grateful for a generous 
community and a tireless network of volunteers 
who turn tragic tales into “Happy Tails.”  For 
those who cannot adopt or foster, there are 
numerous ways to help, such as supporting 
shelter events, purchasing paw print trash 
bags, or fulfilling items on the shelter “wish 
list.”  With your continuing friendship, FOPAS 
volunteers help curb the pet overpopulation 
crisis and, ultimately, save lives.   

Saturday adoptions are held at the shelter 
at 1356 NW 9 Hwy. Dog adoptions are 9 
a.m.-1 p.m.; cat adoptions are 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Adoption appointments are also available. 
Fundraisers are held throughout the year with 
the highlight being the 13th Annual Paws in 
the Park Dog Walk Festival, scheduled for 
September 8 at English Landing Park. 
Thank you for your friendship and support. 
www.parkvilleshelter.com 

The Parkville Farmer’s Market is a friendly 
grower-verified market located at English 
Landing Park in downtown Parkville. You can 
support your local Missouri farmers and take 
home healthy assorted fruits and vegetables, 
meats, farm fresh eggs, local honey & honey 
by-products, jams and jellies, homemade baked 
breads & sweet treats, plants and cut flowers, 
herbs, mushrooms and more.  

Our market accepts EBT/SNAP and 
provides a dollar-for-dollar match of EBT 
dollars (up to $25) toward the purchase of 

additional fruits and veggies. This program 
is called Double Up Food Bucks Kansas City, 
formerly Beans&Greens.  

Parkville Farmer’s Market also strives to 
be family friendly by providing a variety of 
activities including; pumpkin and sunflower 
seeds growing contests, scavenger hunt, bird 
feeders, coloring contests, etc. Come join us 
in the fun and pick-up some yummy produce/
products. Remember to check us out on 
Facebook or www.parkvillefarmersmarket.com 
for times and events. 

PARKVILLE FARMER’S MARKET

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.
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