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THIS NEWSLETTER IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ADVERTISERS WITHIN.

Show your appreciation for their support in helping provide
this newsletter to the public by doing business with them!

- Mayor Nan Johnston

In my last message to our residents, I mentioned how much Parkville 
and the surrounding area residents love our parks. Parkville residents 
proved that point by overwhelmingly approving (69.19%) a 10-year 
half-cent parks sales tax to fund future improvements and amenities. 
While we are excited about the future of our parks, we understand how 
disappointing it is when on occasion the Missouri River reclaims its 
floodplain and the riverfront parks can’t be used by residents, as has been 
the case most of the spring season. Your Parkville elected officials and I 
have been fielding questions pertaining to flooding in our parks. I would 
like to address some of the most frequently asked.

Are the downtown businesses open?
Yes!  The businesses have not been affected by the flood. Please support 

our wonderful hometown businesses and restaurants.

Should I be concerned about drinking water quality?
According to Missouri American Water, there are no concerns. Parkville 

water comes from ground wells and the Parkville plant has at all times 
met all state and federal safety guidelines, and there has not been any 
need to boil water.  

Why would we put improvements in the parks when it floods?
The park is intentionally built in a floodplain.  This wide low-lying 

buffer helps protect our downtown businesses from flooding. In a typical 
year, spring rains, along with water from the snowmelts, will back out of 
the creeks that run into the river and flood parts of the parks. All or part 
of the parks might be closed for a few days until the water drains, but 
it is rare for the parks to hold standing water for weeks at a time. Park 
amenities are designed to withstand flooding with minimal cleanup and 
restoration. For most of a typical year, our residents benefit from the 
wonderful view of the river, sunsets and recreational amenities – sand 
volleyball, baseball fields, two boat ramps and a certified 5K/10K trail 
system. We enjoy the many community events, the shelters and of course, 
the dog parks.

What does the City of Parkville do in preparation for floods?  
Our parks crew disconnects all electricity to the shelters and 

light poles.  Trash receptacles, picnic tables, volleyball nets and 
other items not permanently attached are removed and stored.  Our 
emergency management team remains in close communication 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the 
Army Corp of Engineers; water levels are carefully and consistently 
monitored. Depending on how high the water is expected to get, staff 
might plug the sewer outlets on Main Street to keep water from coming 
up through and pump water that makes its way in. While this year has 
been an extraordinary year with high levels of precipitation, water levels 
are not expected to get high enough to reach the downtown businesses.

When will the parks and dog parks be open?
The first flooding event in March deposited a lot of silt that we 

normally do not see with typical flooding. Once the waters recede from 
this latest event, we will begin distributing the sand deposits over low-
lying areas of the park. There was a lot of damage to the dog park. How 
quickly we can get the parks open depends entirely on future weather 
events and the release of water from the north. We will begin opening 
parts of the park as waters recede and the area is clean and safe.

Will flood damage and clean-up be paid by Parkville taxpayers?
During the last major flood in 2011, the City was reimbursed from 

FEMA and the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA). Officials 
from these agencies have visited the parks and we are tabulating expenses 
with the expectation that the City will be reimbursed for flood-related 
clean-up and damage. None of the newly approved sales tax revenue will 
be used for restoration.

Is anything being done to prevent or alleviate flooding in the future?
The US Army Corp of Engineers is entrusted with management of the 

Missouri River Basin and has many different priorities to consider. These 
priorities result in policies, including the rate of release of water from 
dams in the network of river reservoirs. I have had recent discussions 
with staff in US Senator Blunt’s office and learned that the Senator has 
co-sponsored the Missouri River Flood Control Prioritization Act. This 
bill would reprioritize the eight current Missouri River authorized 
uses (in no particular order: Water Quality, Water Supply, Navigation, 
Flood Control, Irrigation, Power, Recreation, Fish and Wildlife) by 
placing Flood Control as the number one priority and removing Fish 
and Wildlife as an authorized use. The Missouri River Flood Control 
Prioritization Act was introduced by U.S. Senator Josh Hawley (Mo.) 
in the Senate and companion legislation has been introduced by U.S. 
Representative Sam Graves (Mo.) in the House.

We may experience high water levels on and off for the rest of the 
summer, so please be patient as we assess the conditions and make 
repairs. We all miss the parks; however, I am grateful we have not 
experienced the severity of flooding seen in other areas. We look forward 
to resuming the use of our parks for the enjoyment of our residents.Remember to Like Us on Facebook 

for Jemma’s tip of the month!

436-8475436-8475 584-0059584-0059

stevesheatingllc.com
Free Estimates on Equipment Replacement

453-1200453-1200
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Photography Exhibition of 
Parkville Nature Sanctuary

July 2 - August 16, 2019

Opening Reception
Tuesday, July 2, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The Friends of Parkville Nature Sanctuary celebrates its 
monthly contest for amateur photographers with this exhibit 
of some of the images that capture the beauty and diversity 
of our special sanctuary.  Many thanks to our contest title 
sponsor, Parkville Coffee.

Exhibition images by Tom Alyea, Kaitlyn Bolt, Meghan 
Chilcott, Kelly Combs, Wayne Frazier, Phil Jeffries, Don 
Kixmiller, Angela Nickell, Cheryl Lynn Palmer, Kim Rausch, 
Kelly Reed, Doug Thomas, Bob Thompson and Tim Verner.

Exhibit Gallery
Anita B. Gorman Conservation Discovery Center, 4750 
Troost, KCMO 64110 
Hours:  Tuesday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
             Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
             1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings until 7:30 p.m.

For more information: visit friendsofpns.org or call 816-759-
7300.

Update on low water crossing in 
English Landing Park

In 2017, the City received a grant from FEMA to replace the low 
water crossing in English Landing Park.  CDM Smith, engineer for 
the project, began construction after Turkey Trot in November 2018. 
Work was scheduled to be completed in April, but was halted due to 
the extensive flooding of English Landing Park that occurred in March 
and again in June. The City received an extension of the FEMA grant 
and is currently working with them on an additional extension. Once 
floodwaters recede, construction will continue.

Residents invited to provide input on 
Parkville as an age-friendly community

The City is proud to be working with KC Communities for All 
Ages, a program formed to coordinate a community response 
to the future needs of the baby boomer generation. Through the 
Communities for All Ages initiative, city and civic leaders are able 
to identify and act upon issues concerning the aging population. 

Why is this important? An age-friendly community is a great 
place to grow up and grow old. As America’s population ages, 
experts believe the most successful and vibrant communities will 
be those that are age-friendly. These communities allow for greater 
mobility, productivity and optimal health and well-being. 

The City invites residents to complete a questionnaire on the 
livability of our city and share your perspective on elements that 
make a city “age-friendly.” 

We need your input to inform and guide planning for the future. 
From July 1 to August 15, you can complete a questionnaire on the 
City’s website by choosing City-Supported Initiatives under the 
Government tab.
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Parkville Farmer’s Market
As the market season started out a little soggy with all the rain 

and flooding, we were excited to begin our Wednesday markets on 
June 12th from noon to 4 p.m. and of course continuing Saturday 
markets from 7 a.m. to noon. The first Saturday of each month 
we are giving out raffle tickets to customers that will result in 
someone winning a collection of items from each market vendor. 
Watch for additional children’s activities coming in the near 
future including bird feeders and a scavenger hunt. Information 
is always available on the market’s website, Facebook and 
Twitter accounts regarding available merchandise, activities 
and possible changes in location. Thank you to Parkville Police 
in your attempts to keep our customers and vendors safe with 
the rising flood waters. We look forward to a successful market 
season as we strive to provide local produce, plants, treats and 
crafts to the community.

6206 NW Barry Road • Kansas City, MO 64154

816.321.1386
www.eileenscookies.com

eileenscookieskc@gmail.com
ORDER TODAY!

• Custom decorated cookies 
   for all occasions
• Cookies made from scratch 
   daily
• Fundraising opportunities
• 13 cookie flavors

Register Golf Carts
City ordinances allow residents to operate golf carts or low-speed 

vehicles on public streets within the Parkville city limits, but each 
cart must be registered with the City. For information on registering 
your golf cart visit the City’s website. 

The City of Parkville has many convenient ways to pay your 
sewer bill: 

•	 By Phone: (816) 741-7676
•	 Online: parkvillemo.gov/online-sewer-payments/ 

(credit card or ACH)
•	 In Person : 1st floor of City Hall, 8880 Clark Avenue
•	 Drop Box: Located in the parking lot north of City Hall
•	 Website: parkvillemo.gov/departments/administration/

sewer-utility-billing/
If you would like to receive your sewer bills by e-mail and to 
start or stop service, call (816) 741-7676, stop by City Hall 
at 8880 Clark Avenue or complete the online form at http://
parkvillemo.gov/start-stop-service/.
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Get involved!  
Your Chamber offers many opportunities to get  
involved.  Whether it is networking to grow your 

business or volunteering for one of our event   
committees, involvement is the key. 

Regular events are scheduled at various times of 
the month, week or day to fit your busy schedule. 
• Enjoy morning coffee and pastries with a

member speaker at our Coffee with the PACC, 
4th Friday of the month, 7:45—9:00 am. 

• Monthly lunches, the 2nd Tuesday of the month
at local member restaurants, 11:30-1:00 pm. 
Speaker opportunities available. 

• Hump Day Happy Hour—Hosted by Chamber
businesses the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
4:30-6:30 pm. 

• Ambassador Committee—Meets the 1st
Wednesday of the month.  Join us! 

Please check our website or Facebook 
for more information 
www.parkvillechamber.com  

@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

8878 NW 63rd St, Ste 103, Parkville, MO 
816-587-2700 

www.parkvillechamber.com 
@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

2019 Charity of Choice 

 Summer/Fall 2019
   Chamber Events

Jul 4—4th of July Parade—Walk with the Chamber! 
Jul 25—VIP/Board Event at Main Event Entertainment 
Aug 17—5k/10k River Run 
Sep 5—Platte County Legislative Breakfast Panel 
Sep—Member Social Event 
Nov 9—3rd Annual Trivia Night 

 Save the Date

    2020 Gala 
 Feb 22, 2020 

More information on all events at ParkvilleChamber.com 

On May 18th in Platte Landing Park, the Parkville Police 
Department hosted the 3rd Annual Northland Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day. Over 30 law enforcement agencies from the 
northland participated in the event. The Police Department has 
started coordinating next year’s event which will be held on Saturday, 
May 16, 2020.
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Get involved!   
Your Chamber offers many opportunities to get  
involved.  Whether it is networking to grow your 

business or volunteering for one of our event   
committees, involvement is the key. 

Regular events are scheduled at various times of 
the month, week or day to fit your busy schedule.  
• Enjoy morning coffee and pastries with a

member speaker at our Coffee with the PACC, 
4th Friday of the month, 7:45—9:00 am. 

• Monthly lunches, the 2nd Tues of the month
at local member restaurants, 11:30-1:00 pm.  
Speaker opportunities available. 

• Hump Day Happy Hour—Hosted by Chamber
businesses the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
4:30-6:30 pm. 

• Ambassador Committee—Meets the 1st
Wednesday of the month.  Join us! 

Please check our website or Facebook 
for more information 
www.parkvillechamber.com  

@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

8878 NW 63rd St, Ste 103, Parkville, MO 
816-587-2700 

www.parkvillechamber.com 
@parkvilleareachamberofcommerce 

2019 Charity of Choice 

 Summer/Fall 2019 
 Chamber Events 

 

Jul 4—4th of July Parade—Walk with the Chamber! 
Jul 25—VIP/Board Event at Main Event Entertainment 
Aug 17—5k/10k River Run 
Sep 5—Platte County Legislative Breakfast Panel 
Sep—Member Social Event 
Nov 9—3rd Annual Trivia Night 

   Save the Date 

    2020 Gala 
  Feb 22, 2020 

More information on all events at ParkvilleChamber.com 

Residents invited to provide input on 
Parkville as an age-friendly community

The City is proud to be working with KC Communities for All Ages, 
a program formed to coordinate a community response to the future 
needs of the baby boomer generation. Through the Communities for 
All Ages initiative, city and civic leaders are able to identify and act 
upon issues concerning the aging population. 

Why is this important? An age-friendly community is a great place 
to grow up and grow old. As America’s population ages, experts believe 
the most successful and vibrant communities will be those that are age-
friendly. These communities allow for greater mobility, productivity 
and optimal health and well-being. 

The City invites residents to complete a questionnaire on the livability 
of our city and share your perspective on elements that make a city 
“age-friendly.” 

We need your input to inform and guide planning for the future. 
From July 1st to August 15th, you can complete a questionnaire on the 
City’s website and make your contribution towards building a Parkville 
for all ages.

Police Department
3rd Annual Northland Law Enforcement Appreciation Day

On May 18th in Platte Landing Park, 
the Parkville Police Department hosted the 
3rd Annual Northland Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day. Over 30 law enforcement 
agencies from the northland participated in 
the event. The Police Department has 
started coordinating next year’s event which 
will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2020.

Message from Chief Chrisman
Help prevent identity theft by checking your mailbox 

regularly and don’t leave mail in your mailbox overnight.
• Lock your car doors when you park and keep valuables

out of sight.
• Keep your garage doors closed when not in use.
• When you see something suspicious call 9-1-1; if it

concerns you, we want to know about it in a timely
manner.
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We are pleased to announce...   

We’ve 
moved! 
 

We have invested in our 
community by purchasing our own 

building. 
 

We are here to stay! 
Come shop and practice with us! 

 
102 Main Street 

Parkville, MO 64152 
 
  Yoga         Boutique 
• Yoga classes for all levels   • Life Is Good T-Shirts  
• Yoga therapy         
• Ropes Wall Pilates 
• Ropes Wall Yoga 
• Yoga Teacher training 

www.OmPranaYoga.com 

No Visit List
Businesses and residents may request to be added to the No Visit 

List to restrict visits by peddlers, solicitors, and canvassers. All 
solicitors, peddlers and canvassers are required to adhere to the No 
Visit List which is provided to each permit holder and is available 
online. To add your residential or business address to the No Visit 
List, visit the City’s website.

Fall Waste Disposal Events
- Save the dates!

Fall Cleanup: On Saturday, October 12th from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., the City will host its annual Fall Cleanup at 6305 NW 
River Park Drive. Items collected include: small limbs, leaves 
and grass (no plastic bags), used batteries, scrap metal, water 
heaters, auto parts, metal products, air conditioners (without 
compressor), washers and dryers (without motor), tires, 
furniture, and household debris. Items not collected include 
paint, air conditioner compressors, washer/dryer motors and 
other household hazardous waste (HHW) items. The 

Mid-America Regional Council hosts mobile HHW events at 
various locations throughout the Kansas City metro. Parkville 
residents can participate in these events or recycle HHW items 
throughout the year at 4707 Deramus, Kansas City, Missouri. A 
map is available on the City’s website.

Annual Curbside Pickup: The City’s annual fall curbside 
pickup will be held Monday, October 14th. Parkville 

Residents can place landscape waste and bulky waste at the 
curb by 7:00 a.m. Acceptable items include items that can be 
picked up and carried by one person (no refrigerators). Yard 
waste placed at the curb must be bagged and limbs must be 
bundled at a maximum length of four feet.

Extended Yard Waste Drop Off: Parkville residents can drop 
off yard waste at no charge at 6305 River Park Drive any time 
Monday through Friday between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. This 
fall’s drop off event will be from Monday, October 14th to Friday, 
November 27th (excluding holidays). Yard waste does not have 
to be bagged. Proof of residency is required. Sorry, no business-
es.

Be Stormwater Smart! Keep 
grass clippings out of the street
Grass clippings and bits of leaves that are blown into the street after 

lawn maintenance can be just as bad as other forms of litter. They 
clog up gutters and storm drains and what doesn’t get stuck ends up 
in the nearest waterway (stream, pond, lake, and/or river) causing 
further problems. Any material (litter, grass clippings, leaves, etc.) in 
the storm drains reduces the amount of stormwater that can move 
through the drain system. Stormwater that should move quickly 
through the system may begin to back up, causing high water on 
roads or other, more hazardous, flooding situations. 

Remember – there is no treatment or filtering of stormwater 
between the drain on your street to the nearest body of water. Even 
though grass clippings, leaves and soil are natural forms of debris, 
when they are put into the storm drain they can destroy the balance 
of our waterways. Storm drains are not garbage disposals!

Recycling Events
The City offers electronic recycling to everyone the first Saturday 

of even months from February to October in the Parkville City Hall 
parking lot. The next event will be August 3rd from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Anyone can drop off electronics, computers, phones, TV’s, large and 
small appliances, basically anything with a cord. Most items are free, 
but there are charges for certain electronics. A list of fees is available 
on our website.

The City offers on-site paper shredding to Parkville residents 
the first Saturday of even months from February to October in the 
Parkville City Hall parking lot, in conjunction with the electronics 
recycling events. Proof of residency is required to participate. The 
next event will be August 3rd from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
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8401 NW 45 HWY
PARKVILLE, MO 64152

(816) 746-7600

Serving the Northland
for over 110 years.

Welcome to summer! Too hot and humid to venture 
outside? Not if you know something about where and when. 
Where to go is the Parkville Nature Sanctuary, celebrating 

All of the creativ�y. . .none of the a��ude

John Shackelford - ATFD, CFD
816-587-6787

6521 N Cosby Ave • Kansas City, Missouri 64151
special.memories@sbcglobal.net / ww.sbotanicals.com

facebook.com/ShackelfordBotanicalDesigns

All of the creativ�y. . .none of the a��ude
Call For:

• Weddings  • Funerals • Special Occasions • Everyday

Help the Parkville Nature Sanctuary celebrate its 30th birthday!
its 30th birthday by providing some of the best hiking 
opportunities in the region from dawn to dusk. Trails follow 
creeks, meander through thick forests and offer benches 
to rest, listen, wonder and reflect. That’s all cool. When to 
go? Trick question, because anytime is a good time. The 
Sanctuary at sunrise is a treat on any day and the morning 
coolness is a perfect start to the day. Have too hectic of a day? 
Unwind with an evening hike and allow nature to de-stress 
your day. Of course, a midday hike offers more challenges 
temperature-wise, but shade, water and benches offer coping 
strategies even on the hottest of days. Plus, exploring Parkville 
for ice cream or a cold beverage post-hike makes it all 
worthwhile. Remember to leave your dog and other pets at 
home, they disturb the wildlife.

On Saturday, September 14th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., the 
Sanctuary will host its second BioBlitz, a citizen-science 
project that takes inventory of all the living things within a 
designated area in a defined time period. In April 2018, 11 
observers identified 98 species of plants, animals and fungi 
from 151 observations. Hosting the BioBlitz later in the 
season this year should help to identify additional species that 
make the Sanctuary their home. Our Stream Team will also 
be monitoring White Alloe Creek, so we will add our macro-
invertebrates to our BioBlitz totals. You can be part of the 
fun by downloading the iNaturalist app to your smart phone 
and become familiar with its use. We will use iNaturalist to 
categorize and compile our data from the photos we take 
on site. It’s easy and you don’t have to be a biology expert to 
contribute – just take good pictures!  

Are you a visitor to the Sanctuary who is interested in 
giving back? Do you know a middle school or high school 
youth who needs service hours? Do you want to be part of 
the group that takes care of the Sanctuary? We have volunteer 
opportunities available for individuals and groups to work in 
the Sanctuary maintaining trails, weeding gardens, removing 
exotic plants, supporting our programs and much more.  

Contact Joe Ryan for more information about volunteering, 
the BioBlitz, or general questions about the Sanctuary.

Check out the Parkville 
Resident Guide on the 

City’s website or pick one 
up at City Hall.

NEW TO 
PARKVILLE?
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LET US HELP
MAKE YOUR DOG LOOK THE BEST!

PETCETERA
Professional Grooming Services
For Any Dog Breed And Size.

Call us today to set up an appointment
816-587-7387

Picture Hills Shopping Center Location

Petcetera
Helping Families with Pet Care

6527 N Cosby Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64151

Coupon
for FREE TEETH
Brushing with any 

Grooming
Service!

As Friends of Parkville Animal Shelter (FOPAS) marks its 20th 
anniversary, we wish to thank our dedicated volunteers, talented 
veterinary teams, generous donors, the Parkville Police Department, 
and the kindhearted families who foster and adopt. With your help, 
we have rescued thousands of animals in need. A number of animals 
arrive at the shelter lost and not wearing identification. Please 
remember lost pets that are microchipped and wearing up-to-date 
ID tags are more easily reunited with their families.  

The summer months are a time when special care needs to be 
given to protection of your pet and pet identification.  Storms can 
be particularly frightening for a pet and should the pet escape 
either your house or your yard during the storm they may become 
disoriented and not be able to find their way home.  Hot cars can 
be killers of pets left in them for even a short time.  And the 4th of 
July . . . . even the most calm and easy going pet can be terrified by 
fireworks.  Be sure your pet has on a good collar with tags and a 
phone number written on the collar itself.  As mentioned earlier, 
microchips reunite many lost pets quickly.

The work of FOPAS is carried out almost exclusively by volunteers 
and is financed through donations and fund raising events. 
Volunteers are needed for direct animal care, fundraisers, fostering, 

and more. If you have an hour or two per week to give, please let us 
know. You’ll be paid in purrs and tail wags.

The shelter is open during the week only by appointment. Saturday 
Adoptions are held at 1356 9 Highway as follows: dog adoptions are 
9am-1pm and cat adoptions are 11am-3pm. FOPAS Fabulous Finds 
is open for shoppers on Fridays and Saturdays, 10am-5pm, at 8 East 
Street in historic downtown Parkville. Special events, including 
garage sales and an art fair, are organized year round. Please mark 
your calendars for our largest celebration, the 14th Annual Paws in 
the Park, on September 21. We encourage you to learn more about 
our activities at www.parkvilleshelter.com or follow us on Facebook. 
Thank you for your friendship and support.

License Dogs
Residents of Parkville are reminded that all dogs over the age 

of 6 months old (limit of 3 per residence) are required to get an 
annual license from the City. Proof of rabies vaccination within 
the last 3 years is required at time of application. Visit the City’s 
website to learn how to get licensed today! 

Pick up After your Dogs
Every time it rains, thousands of pounds of pet waste wash 

down storm drains and into streams, rivers and lakes. If  not 
disposed of properly, pet waste flows directly into nearby streams 
and creeks without being treated as wastewater treatment facilities. 

•	 Pick up pet waste from your yard – it is not a fertilizer.
•	 Carry disposable bags while walking your dog to pick up 

and dispose of pet waste in the trash. Wrap it carefully to 
avoid spilling during collection.

•	 Bury pet waste in your yard, at least 12 inches deep and 
cover with at least 8 inches of soil to let it decompose 
slowly. Bury the waste in several different locations and 
keep it away from vegetable gardens. 
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Curb, sidewalk and road construction begins this summer
The City has begun repairing existing curbs on Lakeview Drive (from Woodhaven to Spinnaker), Spruce Court, 

White Oak Court, Redbud Court, 1st Street, Lewis Street, public parking areas in Parkville Commons and the parking 
lot at the train depot. After the curbs and sidewalks are repaired, the streets will be milled and then asphalt laid in the 
same areas. Some areas may need to be adjusted slightly based on the budget. Please use caution in construction zones. 

Lakeview - Woodhaven - Spinnaker

Downtown - 1st - Depot

Commons - Lewis
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1.  visit military.park.edu

2. complete the fast app in only three steps

3.  instantly see estimated total of 
 park university earned military  
 credits and your projected  
 graduation date

earned military credit fast appearned military credit fast app
f o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  u n d e r g r a d ,  a c t i v e - d u t y  s t u d e n t s

aleXa, ask park
hoW many credit hours
i can get for my
military
eXperience.

“

“

Enable the Park University Amazon Alexa Skill and say:

p a r k . e d u

Parkville Named Tree City 
USA for 29th Year in a Row

For the 29th year in a row, the City was named Tree City 
USA in 2019 by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of 
our commitment to effective urban forest management. 
Parkville achieved Tree City USA recognition by 
meeting the program’s four requirements: a tree board or 
department, a tree care ordinance, an annual community 
forestry budget of at least $2 per capita, and an Arbor 
Day observance and proclamation. An Arbor Day event 
was held on April 22nd in Watkins Park. 

Trees planted near future site 
of the Veterans Memorial

In partnership with local Eagle Scout Ryan Bennett, 
six trees were planted in the area of the future Veterans 
Memorial. The trees will provide shade as well as a visual 
buffer between the future site of the memorial and the 
newly constructed parks storage building. To find out 
more information about the Veterans Memorial and 
how you can help, visit the City’s website.

6420 NW Crooked Road & 45 HWY
6 am. - 3 p.m. every day

PARKVILLE LOCATION

Breakfast all day & lunch after 10:30

(816) 505-4431
We Have Comfort Food

Get a 3 meat omlet
          or hot beef
          or meatloaf
All $7.99 each

Come in and see our
Beautiful Restaurant
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The Main Street “Cut”
Parkville has a rich history and the City would like to share it with 

you, our residents. This newsletter’s feature is about the wall that divides 
the north and south lanes of Main Street between 7th and 12th streets. 
This newsletter’s feature was contributed by Park University Archivist 
and alumna Carolyn Elwess.

A portion of Parkville’s Main Street a few blocks north of the business 
district is known for its strange configuration which divides the street 
into two lanes, one at least 15 feet higher than the other. Each lane is 
one way – the top-level heads downhill to the south and the lower level 
grinds uphill to the north. This split begins a bit below 8th Street and 
again becomes a two-lane street a few blocks to the north.

This split was not the original lay of the land, but was cut and scraped 
out of a hillside which had always made many of the city lots on the east 
side of Main unusable. The first mention of this development appeared 
in the November 7, 1901, issue of the Platte County Gazette. “Work has 
begun on the Main Street cut. A great deal of rock will have to be taken 
out and the work will, necessarily, progress somewhat slowly.” The cut 
was so deep that a month later the city council “ordered a railing on 
Main Street to prevent someone rolling over the bank near Alderman 
Breen’s home. It was also decided to build a flight of steps at Mr. Hon’s 
property [now the site of 900 Main] as he was left so high by the recent 
grading…” (Gazette, December 5, 1901). No reason was given for this 
development.

Other information is sketchy until 1910 when the December 22 
Gazette announced, “The contract was let Monday by Park College to 
Harry Stevenson to grade the row of lots on the east side of Main Street 
adjoining the cut recently completed… A row of lots will be brought to 
grade on the east side of Main and the lots fronting on East Street will 
also be shaped up. It is a big piece of work and will make a great change 
in ‘the lay of the land’ in that region.” After that, little was written about 
the condition of the cut or construction of houses until 1933.

Meanwhile, as reported in the January 5, 1934, Gazette, after the 
Main Street wall was completed, another huge CWA project had been 
approved for funding. “Work is now underway in the construction of 
heavy retaining walls around the public school property at Main and 
12th streets and Highway 59 [which is now called East Street or Highway 
9]. The high banks have been rather unsightly and as the banks have 
disintegrated and slid down, they have lessened the area of the school 
grounds proportionately.”  

The walls progressed rapidly, but the easily accessible later issues of the 
Gazette do not reveal exactly when it was finished. When time allows, 
more research in city documents will probably aid in solving that little 
mystery. Regardless, those massive walls are also still standing strong – a 
tribute both to the CWA laborers and to the expert mason and public 
servant Charles Patrick Breen who supervised them.

Author’s note: According to both the Platte County Gazette and the Park 
College Stylus, the high school building, converted into apartments many 
years ago, was completed and formally opened in February 1925 and the 
first class graduated in 1929.

The most important improvement of the cut was construction of the 
huge stone dry-laid retaining wall. This was accomplished by laborers 
who were employed by the Civil Works Administration (CWA), one of 

the government’s programs created to provide funds for communities 
to hire workers who were unemployed due to the Great Depression. 
Parkville civic leaders successfully petitioned for funds and two projects 
were approved, “…the building of the stone retaining wall in Main Street 
where the street divides and the building of a retaining wall in front 
of the city cemetery at the north side of town.” (Gazette, December 1, 
1933). Much of the stone was quarried just across the street near the 
location of the present Parkville Presbyterian Church, which was built 
in 1948.  Both retaining walls are firmly in place and have been for 86 
years.

The CWA workers were initially supervised by John Daniels who was 
later joined by master stonemason and local civic leader Charles Patrick 
Breen. It was later noted by Parkville Mayor Howard Dean that when 
he realized Mr. Daniels needed assistance, he had asked Mr. Breen “…
if he would oversee the work as much as he was able. Mr. Breen very 
willingly responded and gave almost his full time to the work without 
any remuneration whatever.” He was publicly thanked by the aldermen 
at their January 20, 1934, meeting. (Gazette, February 2, 1934).   
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City completes tree inventory in 
city parks using grant funds

With assistance from the Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) through its Tree Resource Improve-
ment and Maintenance (TRIM) grant program, the City 
completed its plan to update the tree inventory of English 
Landing Park, remove dead wood and prune some of the 
larger established trees in the park. The City has a total of 
777 trees in English Landing Park.

To make the project possible, the City was awarded a 
$6,282 TRIM grant from the MDC. Parkville was one of 
38 communities to receive a grant in 2018. The tree inven-
tory is an important planning tool that will help the parks 
establish a regular program for tree care and to determine 
budget and equipment needs. Implementation of the main-
tenance recommendations will enhance public safety and 
increase the benefits the trees provide to the community.
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