
As we embark on a new year, we can’t help but to reflect on the difficult 
year we have had. When I presented the State of the City Address one 
year ago, the Parkville Area Chamber of Commerce hosted the event 
at the Platte County Community Center with a packed house. Little 
did we know that we were weeks away from realizing the impacts of a 
Pandemic that has dramatically impacted our lives, our businesses, and 
unfortunately the health of many of our citizens. 
As I present this State of the City Address, I would like to begin by 
thanking everyone who has helped us get through this difficult year.

• First, and foremost, I thank the tireless commitment of our 
front-line health workers, first responders, and other essential 
service providers.

• Our residents for adapting to the guidance from public health 
officials in changing their practices and routines to stay safe and 
to avoid the spread of the virus.

• Parents, Teachers, and those involved in the education of our youth.
• Our various social service agencies and not for profit organizations 

who have risen to the challenge to help those in need. 
• Lastly, our businesses and retail workers who have worked hard 

to make goods and services available to us. And, particularly 
our small business owners whose livelihood has been impacted 
by the Pandemic. They are part of the fabric of our wonderful 
city, and the community supports them and will continue to 
support them as we get through this. 

As we embark on a new year that shows much promise of ending the 
Pandemic and returning to normalcy in our lives, I am grateful for the 
opportunity to provide this community update on the many things 
happening in Parkville. 
Despite the difficult year, your city government has adapted and we 
continue to see positive things happening in the community. While 
we worked closely with public health officials in responding to this 
emergency, we continued to provide uninterrupted services to our 
residents that they expect and deserve.
The year 2020 continued many of the progresses of previous years. The 
City made improvements to parks, streets, sanitary and storm sewers. 
This is all part of a long-term strategy to maintain and upgrade the 
city’s infrastructure. 
And speaking about 2020 and COVID-19, our parks saw an enormous 
boost in usage. Our parks and nature sanctuaries remained open 
during the year, even during the stay at home order. Residents used the 
parks for exercise, recreation, and simply as a break from the stresses to 
the changes in their lives.
Our Police Department continued its fine job in protecting our citizens. 
We are blessed to have one of the finest Police Departments in the 
region, and continue to be rated as one of the safest communities in the 
state. This current budget year saw an increase in two new police officer 
positions to accommodate the growth in western Parkville, in the areas 
of the Thousand Oaks and Creekside developments. Eventually, a 
public safety sub-station will be built on Brink Meyer Road. 
We had other challenges during the year too. The recent attention to 
racial injustice has been in the forefront of many minds, including 
here in Parkville. A March for Unity, organized by local residents, 
drew around 500 people who marched peacefully from City Hall to 

the Farmer’s Market and listened to speeches by community leaders. 
A dialogue has followed and continues to identify how we, as a 
community, can improve in the area of inclusion and equity. 
Parkville continues to be a great place for private investment. New 
neighborhoods and retail centers are being added. This is a reflection 
of the desirability of the city. These developments strengthen our tax 
base, which is needed to provide quality services to our residents.
Our organizations are strong and an important part of the community. 
We appreciate the partnerships with these organizations, and their 
dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly toward making Parkville an 
even better place to live, work, worship and raise a family. In 2020, one of 
them, Synergy Services celebrated their 50th Anniversary in Parkville. 
Synergy is one of our highly valued organizations, particularly during 
this challenging year, providing social services in our community.
We have prepared a special Year in Review supplement that is included 
in this newsletter. It will highlight some of the progress in 2020. Please 
look for it. 
2020 has been a busy and successful year. As we embark on 2021, there 
are many exciting things planned for the community. We look forward to:

• The long planned improvements to Highway 9
• More park improvements from Proposition P 
• And, the grand opening of the new Wetland Restoration project 

in Platte Landing Park that will be a cornerstone project that adds 
to the aesthetic value of the parks, and enhances the trail system.

Included in this newsletter is a feature called “Looking ahead in 2021,” 
which previews some of the things that will be happening in the community
There is much to look forward to in 2021, and we are excited about 
what lies ahead. 
Parkville is a beautiful community. It offers natural beauty with 
the bluffs, heavily wooded areas, a charming downtown, a historic 
University campus, its parks and nature sanctuaries, and a scenic 
riverfront. Our residents enjoy quality neighborhoods and an excellent 
quality of life. We have a top rated school system and our own Park 
University to provide higher learning opportunities for our residents. 
We have an outstanding business community. I am honored to serve as 
Parkville’s Mayor of this beautiful city.
As I conclude, I would like to say the state of the City continues to be 
strong. We have endured a difficult year but the future is bright. We 
will get through the end of the Pandemic and resume our normal lives. 
I hope you are pleased with the progress made during 2020, and the 
things we have planned for 2021. 
I thank the Board of Aldermen and city staff and their hard work and 
commitment to make Parkville a better place. We are committed to provide 
superior city services and to make decisions that best benefit the community. 
And lastly, I thank citizens for your continued support. Parkville is a 
wonderful community, with wonderful people, and we are proud to 
serve them.
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To Sign Up for our Monthly Newsletter
Parkville Pulse - visit

http://parkvillemo.gov/email-signup/

Enjoy Nature at its Finest
Dreaming of a relaxing, outdoor escape that can be enjoyed 
year-round without ever leaving home? Now is the time to 
plan for 2021! We invite you to visit us at our Outdoor Design 
Studio, view our designs, and tour our display of plants, stone, 

decking, outdoor kitchens, lighting, and much more.
Your oasis awaits!

816.505.0444 | bythebladekc.com  
Landscapes | Aquascapes | Pools | Irrigation | Lighting

Employees Recognized in 2020 
for Years of Service

Shan Johnson, Public Works 20 years
Craig Hubbell, Police Department 10 years

Kevin Blair, Public Works 5 years
Travis Phelan, Public Works 5 years

Robert Heckadon, Police Department 5 years
Wayne Frazier, Parkville Nature Sanctuary 5 years

Contact the Mayor and Board of Aldermen
• Mayor Nan Johnston njohnston@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Tina Welch, Ward 1 twelch@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Philip Wassmer, Ward 1 pwassmer@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Dave Rittman, Ward 2 drittman@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Brian Whitley, Ward 2 bwhitley@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Bob Lock, Ward 3 rlock@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Doug Wylie, Ward 3 dwylie@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Marc Sportsman, Ward 4 msportsman@parkvillemo.gov
• Alderman Greg Plumb, Ward 4 gplumb@parkvillemo.gov

Left to right: Greg Plumb, Doug Wylie, Brian Whitley, Phil Wassmer, Nan Johnston, Tina Welch,  
Dave Rittman, Robert Lock and Marc Sportsman.

Contact Parkville 
City Hall

Address: 8880 Clark Avenue
Parkville MO 64152
Phone:   (816) 741-7676
Fax:        (816) 741-0013
Email:    cityhall@parkvillemo.gov
Website: parkvillemo.gov
Facebook: @CityofParkville
Twitter: @parkvillemo
Instagram: @parkvillemo64152

Sign up for E-mail  
and Text Notifications

To stay informed, sign up for our text and/or 
email notification updates.
•  E-mail updates: 

http://parkvillemo.gov/email-signup/
•  Text notifications on your phone: 

http://parkvillemo. gov/departments/policedept/ 
emergency-management/.
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COVID-19
In late March, Mayor Johnston declared a state of emergency due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which enabled emergency authority to 
deal with the outbreak. The declaration invoked and declared all laws 
available for the exercise of emergency authority, for the protection 
of the lives and property of Parkville residents. It further enabled the 
City to access any state or federal government financial assistance 
in carrying out our emergency duties during this time of crisis. City 

Hall was closed to the public for several months and re-opened with 
guidance from the Platte County Health Department. City meetings 
have been held via videoconferencing. 

Even with the COVID-19 pandemic, the City did not slow down. The 
following document highlights the accomplishments of 2020 from 
the hard work of the employees of the City of Parkville.

Public Engagement
Amidst the pandemic, the City was able to gather feedback from the public on several of the City’s projects. Several virtual meetings were 
held and online surveys were made available, as well as small in-person meetings.

Parkville Master Plan Update
Over the past year, the City has been 
engaging with a broad range of voices and 
ideas from the community to develop an 
update to the Parkville Master Plan. The 
plan, titled Planning for Parkville in 2040, 
will assist in the development, growth 
and policies in Parkville for the next 20 
years. In addition to looking at strategic 
opportunities of growth, the plan addresses ways to retain Parkville’s 
unique character while also meeting the demands for economic 
growth. 

The update is intended to guide policy and provide recommendations 
for future actions involving land development, sustainability, 
development design, provision of infrastructure, preservation of open 
spaces and natural resources, and preservation of the community 
character.

Pocket Park Master Plan
Pocket Park is located in the heart 
of downtown Parkville. In April 
2019, Parkville voters approved a 
one-half percent park sales tax to be 
used to fund capital improvements 
to the City’s parks, including 
Pocket Park. The City engaged BBN 
Architects to lead the stakeholder 
discussion and develop two distinct concepts for improvements. 
The City held meetings with stakeholders – downtown business 
owners and community leaders – to identify strengths, challenges 
and opportunities and gather feedback on their vision for Pocket 
Park. Citizens were provided the opportunity to provide feedback on 
improvements they would like to see in the park through an online 
survey. In September, a public forum was held to review design 
concepts. Based on feedback, BBN created the final design of the 
Pocket Park Master Plan. In an effort to gradually improve the park 
over time and as funding becomes available, the consultant developed 
a three-phased Pocket Park Master Plan. The renderings will serve as 
a guide for design and budgeting decisions in the future. The Plan was 
adopted by the Board of Aldermen on December 15th. 

Pocket Park Master Plan

Adams & Watkins Parks Master Plans
Another project using the parks sales tax revenue was the creation 
of master plans for the City’s neighborhood parks – Adams Park and 
Watkins Park. Residents provided feedback on improvements they 
would like to see through a public forum, hard copy surveys and an 
online survey. Based on feedback, staff worked with Vireo to prepare 
master plans for each park.

The Adams Park Master Plan contains 
terraced features that will remain a focal 
point of the park. In the first phase, the 
following improvements will be made:

• the shelter will be relocated;
•  a loop trail will be constructed to  
 provide a circular walking path within  
 the park; and
•  fencing will be used as a boundary to  
 better define the park.

The ultimate Plan proposes a playground with a slide installed in the 
natural grade of the park, an upgraded shelter and a new parking area 
for visitors.

The Watkins Park Master Plan will 
keep its existing vast green space. 
In the first phase, the following 
improvements are proposed:

•  the parking lot will be relocated  
 closer to West Street;

• fencing will be used to better  
 define the park;

• a small playground will be installed;

• a loop trail will be installed around the perimeter; and,

• the shelter will be relocated closer to the proposed parking area.

The ultimate Plan will include upgrades to the playground area and 
shelter, resurfacing of the basketball court and enhancements to the 
stream corridor.

The plans were adopted by the Board of Aldermen on December 1st. 

Adams Park Master Plan

Watkins Park Master Plan



PAGE 4  • CITY AWARDS / CITYWIDE PROJECTS City of Parkville - WINTER 2021 Newsletter

City of Parkville  •  8880 Clark Avenue  •  Parkville, MO 64152  •  (816) 741-7676  •  Fax (816) 741-0013
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.

City improves communications with the 
public
Over the past year, the City has been working hard to improve 
communication with our residents. The City contracted with Shockey 
Consulting and created a communications plan. The following is a 
list of accomplishments: 

•	 Increased the printed resident newsletter from three to four 
times per year

•	 Issued an online survey in February to give citizens 
the opportunity to let us know how they receive their 
information, where they receive their news and how the City 
can get them the information they need

•	 Created a monthly e-newsletter titled Parkville Pulse that was 
first released in June

•	 Identified significant issues and developed key messages for 
each issue

•	 Developed a schedule for social media content

•	 Created a comprehensive calendar of news and events

•	 Created a positive stories list

•	 Informed residents about the City’s actions through an annual 
report

•	 Identified community partners for sharing information and 
expanding media and social media reach

•	 Held monthly communications meetings to help identify 
issues in order to create a more proactive approach

•	 Began including a background about decision-making 
processes in press releases

•	 Incorporated new types of storytelling in communications 
with lists, graphics and pictorials

•	 Began Parkville Spotlight in the Parkville Pulse to highlight 
City employees, departments, projects, volunteers and 
community members

•	 Held media relations training with the Board of Aldermen 
and the senior management team

Parkville named Tree City 
USA for 30th Consecutive Year 
For the 30th year in a row, Parkville was 
named a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day 
Foundation in honor of our commitment to 
effective urban forest management. Parkville 

is one of only 15 communities in Missouri that has been named as 
Tree City USA for 30 years or more.

City received Distinguished Budget  
Presentation Award
For the fifth consecutive year, the City received the Distinguished 
Budget Presentation Award for the 2020 Annual Budget from the 
Government Finance Officers Association. The award is the highest 
form of recognition in governmental budgeting.

City reissued bonds at a lower interest rate to 
save over $1.3 million 
The City reduced interest costs for two neighborhood improvement 
district (NID) limited obligation bonds, resulting in a taxpayer 
savings of over $1.3 million. As a result of a competitive bond sale, 
the existing bonds were refunded and reissued at a lower interest 
rate.

In 2014, the City issued bonds to construct sanitary sewer 
improvements for the Brush Creek Drainage NID and road 
improvements for the Brink Meyer Road NID. Both NIDs, located in 
western Parkville near Interstate 435 and Highway 45, were created 
in 2006 under the NID Act by a petition of at least two-thirds of the 
owners of record of all the real property located within each district’s 
boundaries. The property owners petitioned to assess themselves for 
the costs of public improvements that would benefit their properties.

Both projects are funded through annual assessments made by 
property owners within each NID and through transfers from 
the City’s general revenue budget. Property owners and the City’s 
general budget will benefit from the interest savings, which will 
average approximately $97,000 per year until 2034. In 2019, the 
City also entered into a real estate sales agreement to sell property it 
obtained from foreclosure proceedings within the two NID districts. 
The agreement calls for the payment of $6.4 million to the City over 
the next 15 years. The interest savings, and proceeds from the land 
sale, will result in significant annual budget savings for the City 
and enable it to increase funding for other neighborhood capital 
improvements in the community, including street, storm water and 
public safety improvements.

2021 Budget and 2021-2026 Capital 
Improvement Program adopted
On December 15, the Board of Aldermen adopted the 2021 
budget and 2021-2026 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). The 
City’s budget includes 17 intergovernmental funds and totals 
approximately $11.1 million. In addition to the operating budget, 
the 2021 CIP, totaling $7.7 million, prioritizes capital projects 
and establishes a financing strategy for completing each project 
in 2021. The 2021 Budget document is on the City’s website at  
http://parkvillemo.gov/government/financialdocuments/.
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The thought of buying and owning a home can seem overwhelming. 
However, our experts are here to make the process seamless and 

help you finance the home of your dreams with a loan that’s perfect 
for your individual needs.  

We have been devoted to helping our community prosper for over 
120 years.  No matter what stage of the home buying process you 

are in, we are dedicated to assisting you with the high quality, 
hometown community service you deserve.  As you invest in your 

new home, we are investing in the hopes and dreams of your future! 

Helping You Finance Your New Home 

WESTON        816.640.5252 

PLATTE CITY    816.858.5900 

COSBY       816.746.4555 

CALL TODAY! 

Apply Online at 

www.bankofweston.com 

Make it a Better YOU with Rio Salon’s 
exper ienced ha i r  s ty l i s t s ,  in -house 
Microblading Artist, and RN for permanent 
hair reduction and anti-aging treatments!

Please call 816 587 5299 for an appointment.
8878 NW 63rd Street Parkville, MO 64152 • www.riosalonkc.com

Planning for Noise Reduction Zones at Railroad Crossings
At the 2020 Board of Aldermen Strategic Planning Workshop, the Board prioritized exploring noise reduction 
zones at the city’s rail crossings. After visiting Merriam, Kansas, they saw how installing wayside horns at 
rail crossings eliminated the need for trains to blow their horns. The fixed horns isolate the noise to the area 
adjacent to train crossings and reduces the noise to nearby neighborhoods. In 2021, the City will explore a 

funding strategy and complete a public engagement process for noise reduction zones at rail crossings.

More Park Sales Tax Projects
In 2021, the City plans to work on several park projects using revenue from the parks sales tax, a voter-approved sales tax for  improvements 
to city parks.

Design of Multipurpose Fields in Platte Landing Park
The City will submit a grant application to Platte County help cover a portion of the design and construction of new multipurpose fields in 
Platte Landing Park. The first phase will include the design build of the baseball and soccer fields.

Pocket Park Safety Improvements
In the first phase of improvements, the City plans to add measures to ensure the public’s safety inside the park. Safety improvements will 
include installing bollards along the sidewalk, improving the south stairs, replacing the decking on the second level and moving the Grigsby 
Statue behind the decking. Staff plans to make some of these improvements as soon as possible to improve the safety, depending on budget.

Platte Landing Park Wetland Educational Area
A wetland area was constructed in Platte Landing Park in 2020. Staff will begin working on the design of an educational area that will 
include a seating area, kiosks that will provide information about plant and animal species and the wetlands in general.

Entrance Signs for English Landing Park and Platte Landing Park
The City is currently in the design phase for new signs at the entrances to 
both riverfront parks. New signs will direct visitors to the parks and new 
wayfinder signs will direct people inside the parks. Staff will be creating a 
design guide to develop a theme so all the parks are tied together.

Watkins Park
In 2021, the City plans to make several improvements included in the 
Watkins Park Master Plan. In the first phase, the parking lot will be 
relocated closer to West Street, fencing will be used to better define the 
park, a small playground will be installed, a loop trail will be installed 
around the perimeter and the shelter will be relocated closer to the 
proposed parking area. The City applied for a Platte County Outreach 
Grant to help cover the cost of the improvements and will find out if any 
grant funds will be received later this year.

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!
Visit the City’s website at http://parkvillemo.gov/residents/newsletters/links/ to view the items referenced in the newsletter.



Police Community Assistance Fund donor recognized by Aldermen
On February 18th, the Board of Aldermen recognized Al Burns for his strong support of and 
involvement in the community. Alderman Sportsman presented a picture to Al and his wife Tracy. 
Al is originally from Buffalo, New York and is an avid Buffalo Bills fan.

Police celebrated holidays at 11th Annual Shop with a Cop
The Police Department held its 11th Annual Shop with a Cop event on December 20. There were 20 
kids that participated and every child was given a treat bag and police ID badge with their name on 
it. Larger items chosen included a car seat, bedding/pillows, a tent, cookware, diapers/wipes, baby 
formula, Dairy Queen gift card to buy a Christmas ice cream cake for the family, a Visa gift card to 
be used at Barnes and Noble, a Wal-Mart gift card for a young teen who was unable to attend, tennis 
rackets and tennis balls and lots of electronics and toys. Chief Chrisman also sent each parent out 
to shop for their own groceries while the kids shopped. The Parkville families were also given a few 
items on Christmas Eve, including a board game for each family.

The families all seemed to be very happy and the kids had a great time. There were lots of smiles 
from the kids and a few tears of joy from grateful parents, as well as from members of the Police Department. Chief Chrisman thanked all the 
donors to the Police Community Assistance Fund that made it and other events possible throughout the year. 
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Department held 5th Annual Back to School 
Program
In August, the Police Department hosted its 5th Annual Back to 
School Program to provide school supplies, backpacks, clothes 
and other essentials to Parkville children in need and to help 
foster positive relationships between youth and the Police. 
Twenty children were provided with supplies and clothes to help 
them start off the new school year. The Police Department hopes 
that the program will help kids appreciate law enforcement while 
it gives back to the community it serves. 

Police communication enhancements made 
in western Parkville
In response to communication issues in western Parkville near 
I-435 and Highway 45, the Police Department has improved 
communications in the area by mounting a Digital Voice Repeater 
System (DVRS) antenna on a 30 foot tower located in the 
Creekside development. In addition, radio microphone extenders 
were installed in each patrol vehicle that work in conjunction with 
the mobile radios already mounted in the patrol vehicles. Both 
the DVRS repeater and microphone extenders have the capability 
to grow as the city grows.

These improvements have helped the Police Department 
communicate better so they can protect and serve the entire 
Parkville community.

Left to right: Tracy Burns, Al Burns, 
Alderman Sportsman and Mayor Johnston

Residents of Park Village attended 6th Annual 
Senior Holiday Luncheon
The Police Department held its 6th Annual Senior Holiday Luncheon 
at Park Village on December 8, 2020. Due to COVID and for the 
safety of the residents, meals were hand-delivered to senior citizens, 
along with gift bags with hand sanitizer, hand lotion, a bottle of water 
and tea and face masks.

Pictured from left to right: 
Officer Allwood,  
Reserve Officer Pence,  
Det. Sgt. Hubbell,  
Sgt. Stone, Officer Hill  
and Chief Chrisman.

Left to right: Officer Heckadon, Sgt. Shadid,  
Sgt. Stone, Det. Sgt. Hubbell, Reserve Officer 
Pence and Chief Chrisman
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Board set goals for 2020-2021 during virtual strategic planning session
On September 4, the Board of Aldermen and senior 
management staff held the annual strategic planning session 
virtually. The Board and staff focused on five goal areas to 
prioritize resource allocation and guide decision-making: 
economic development, financial stability, infrastructure and 
public facilities, parks and recreation and service delivery and 
communications.

Economic Development: Develop an annexation and city service 
areas strategy, promote downtown redevelopment and vibrancy 
and promote economic development.

Financial Stability: Pursue use tax ballot initiative after state 
legislature clarifies rules, establish development fees where 
growth pays for growth; use special district tools to fund needs 
for specific business areas, neighborhoods or developments in 
the community; leverage outside resources; explore whether to 
put a general obligation bond on ballot for 2024 or lower taxes; 
and explore options to use savings from NID debt relief, as well 
as new revenue from the Creekside development project.

Infrastructure & Public Facilities: Improve connectivity and safety with transportation improvements; improve condition and life of infrastructure; and provide 
quality public facilities located to best serve the community.

Parks & Recreation: Invest park sales tax money wisely to enhance the community.

Service Delivery & Communications: Communicate more effectively with community stakeholders; fully utilize available technology for City operations and security 
with tech support needed for improved staff efficiency and effectiveness; and attract and retain high performing staff.

Vision Statement
Parkville will offer an exceptional quality of life for 
residents and visitors by embracing opportunities 

to enhance commerce and economic activity, while 
preserving the community’s historic charm, attractive 

character, and unique natural environments.

SEPT 16, 2019

Strategic Plan 2020-2021

INFRASTRUCTURE & PUBLIC FACILITIES
CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR:  Maintain existing and 
construct new infrastructure/public facilities that support 
growth, safety, standards, service-delivery, and aesthetics, 
using cost efficient and best management practices while 
thinking strategically.
INDICATORS: 
• Traffic Safety
• Pavement Condition Index

• Value of unfunded CIP Projects
• Value of active CIP Projects

STRATEGIES: 
• Improve connectivity and safety with transportation improvements.
• Improve condition and life of infrastructure.
• Provide quality public facilities located to best serve community.

FINANCIAL STABILITY
CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR:  Stable finances give us a road 
map for future priorities while guiding staff’s allocation 
of time and resources. Although a finite resource, it 
emphasizes the need for quality economic development, 
serves as a positioning tool for strategic partnerships, 
and allows us to make decisions based on long-term cost 
efficiencies versus short-term responses.
INDICATORS: 
• Obtain GFOA Budget Award
• Maintain AA Credit Rating

• Achieve targeted fund balance
• Maintain debt ratio target

STRATEGIES: 
• Ask voters to approve a Use Tax.
• Establish development fees where growth pays for 

growth.
• Use special district tools to fund needs for specific 

business areas, neighborhoods, or developments in 
the community.

• Leverage outside resources.
• Explore whether to put General Obligation Bond on 

ballot for 2024, or sooner, or lower taxes.
• As part of annual budget and capital improvement 

plan process, explore options to use savings from 
the NID Debt relief, as well as new revenue from 
the Creekside land development project.

SERVICE DELIVERY & 
COMMUNICATIONS

CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR:  Parkville 
will be a role model for delivery of City 
services and stakeholder engagement with 
customer service and communications that 
consistently exceed expectations.
INDICATORS: 
• Maintain high citizen 

satisfaction
• Feedback from Town Hall 

Meetings

• Citizen Service Request 
System volume and 
turnaround

• Community Awards

STRATEGIES: 
• Communicate more effectively with community 

stakeholders.
• Fully utilize available technology for City operations 

and security with the tech support needed for 
improved staff efficiency and effectiveness.

• Attract and retain a high performing staff.

PARKS & RECREATION
CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR:  Our quality park 
facilities that provide residents and visitors 
an outdoor destination. All neighborhoods 
will be connected by trail to each other, the 
City, and regional park systems.
INDICATORS: 
• Trail system miles per 

1,000 in population
• Parks and Recreation 

Areas per 1,000 in 
population 
 

• Resident access to trail 
system

• Attendance per 
community event

• Visitors attracted to parks 
and nature sanctuaries 

STRATEGY: 
• Invest Parks Sales Tax revenue wisely to enhance the 

community.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR:  Parkville employs an economic development 
strategy that supports community and market needs, provides diverse 
quality development opportunities, makes strategic use of incentives, and 
encompasses all areas of the community.
INDICATORS: 
• Change in tax revenue
• Commercial space Vacancy Rate
• Population growth
• Jobs created
• Jobs retained
• Provide a broader range of housing types and 

price points
• Redevelopment progress of underutilized 

properties in Downtown Parkville

• Redevelopment progress of properties on 
Route 9

• Maintain current service levels and increase 
quality of life 
 
 
 
 

STRATEGIES: 
• Develop annexation strategy and City service areas.
• Promote downtown redevelopment and vibrancy.
• Promote economic development.



Aidan Colligan from Boy Scout Troop 261 completed his Eagle 
Scout project by repairing a portion of Whitetail Trail to keep 
gravel from getting into a nearby creek. Aidan and volunteers 
spent a total of 131.6 hours on the project.
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Sanctuary held first ever virtual Ghost 
Stories Night
In October, the Parkville Nature Sanctuary held its first ever 
Virtual Ghost Stories. S’mores kits with educational nature-
related activities were available to anyone interested. The video 
was made available on the City’s Facebook and Twitter feeds, as 
well as the City website.

Nature Sanctuary received donation
In May, City staff received notification that the Parkville Nature Sanctuary 
was named as a beneficiary to the Erik and Anna Andersen Interim 
Trust. As a beneficiary, among several others, we received $182,066. The 
couple will be properly thanked by a planting of a memorial tree in the 
Nature Sanctuary.

Boy Scouts completed Eagle Scout Projects
In 2020, four local Boy Scouts completed their Eagle Scout 
projectsat the sanctuary.

James Heckman from Boy Scout Troop 
1393 completed his Eagle Scout project 
by revitalizing the Paw Paw Path. James’ 
efforts to practice conservation will allow 
the trail to flourish in the coming years by 
allowing the native vegetation a chance 
to thrive without competing for space 
and resources with invasive species. 

Kade Tholen from Boy Scout Troop 261 
completed his Eagle Scout project on the 
White Tail and Old Kate trails. Along the 
southern spur of the White Tail Trail, he 
repaired both sides of the damaged culvert 
and installed several railroad ties along the 
edges of the trail to prevent erosion and 
gravel washout into the streams. Kade and 
volunteers spent a total of 170 hours on the 
project.

Prabhav Pagadala completed his Eagle 
Scout project by restoring a portion 
of the Old Kate Trail. Prabhav and his 
group of volunteers spent a total of 121 
hours on the project.

Winners of monthly Friends of Parkville Nature 
Sanctuary Amateur Photo Contest 
For the third year, Friends of Parkville Nature Sanctuary held a monthly 
amateur photographer photo contest.



City approved projects under the Downtown 
Parkville Redevelopment Plan
The Downtown Parkville Redevelopment Plan encourages building 
improvements in the Old Town District of downtown. It evaluates 
redevelopment projects and considers financial incentives according 
to specific thresholds which are modeled after tier levels used by 
other communities in the Kansas City region that adopted similar 
Chapter 353 programs. In 2020, the Board of Aldermen approved 
four applications for downtown property owners totaling $828,517 
in improvements with a total positive net benefit of $71,997 to Platte 
County’s taxing districts over the terms of the incentives.

•	 16 Main Street – Rehabilitating the 1st floor of the building 
into a restaurant and the 2nd floor into Airbnb units

•	 100 S. Main Street – Rehabilitating the existing building and 
train car for a future restaurant tenant

•	 110 Main Street – Rehabilitating the 1st floor of the building 
into a general store, 2nd floor into two Airbnb units and 
adding a 3rd floor to include three Airbnb units

•	 101 Main Street – Repairing and remediating the existing 
building and converting the 2nd floor into two Airbnb units
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Department achieved second highest  
revenue for building permits
In 2020 the Community Development Department achieved 
record-breaking numbers for total number building permits issued, 
an increase of 14% from 2019. The department also issued a near-
record number of new single-family residential home permits that 
added a residential value to the community of over $27 million.

Two major projects greatly contributed to this achievement. 

•	 Park University’s Robert W. Plaster Free Enterprise Center, a 
three-story, approximately 7,810 square foot facility that will be 
home of the School of Business and the Park Global Warrior 
Center; and, 

•	 Portions of the Creekside Commons commercial development 
on northwest quadrant of I-435 and Highway 45, as well as the 
Old Town At Creekside commercial development on southeast 
quadrant. These commercial centers included a new Burger 
King drive-thru restaurant, gas station/convenience store, 
Johnny’s Tavern restaurant and a town center with mixed-use 
buildings.

City adopted 2018 International Building 
Code
In January, the Board of Aldermen approved an ordinance adopting 
the 2018 International Building Code (IBC). The IBC is a model 
building code developed by the International Code Council (ICC) 
and has been adopted for use as a base code standards by most 
jurisdictions in the United States.

In 2015, the City adopted the 2012 International Family of Building 
Codes and designated appendices via Ordinance No. 2794. The 2018 
IBC was released in late 2017 and the Community Development 
Department’s Building Safety Division desired to update to the 2018 
IBC standards to provide a reasonable level of safety, public health 
and general welfare through prescriptive and performance-related 
guidelines.

City achieved Bronze Level for Communities 
of All Ages
In early 2020, the City achieved the Communities for All Ages 
(CFAA) Bronze Level Recognition. The City is participating in a 
regional initiative to make communities more age-friendly. Studies 
have shown that the senior population will greatly increase over 
the next 20 years. The initiative will help the City plan for this shift 
in demographics, better prepare for the future, continue serving 
residents’ needs and promote healthy living for residents of all ages. 
The City plans on continued progression through all three levels of 
recognition.

Other accomplishments in 2020:
•	 Adopted ordinance to create provisions for medical marijuana 

facilities 
•	 Approved Woods at Creekside 1st Plat, Final Plat (25 lots for new 

single-family homes)
•	 Approved Woods at Creekside 2nd Plat, Final Plat (public right-of-

way for future Homer Parkway) 
•	 Approved Creekside Village 2nd Plat, Final Plat (14 lots for new 

townhomes)
•	 Approved Thousand Oaks 23rd Plat, Final Plat (56 lots for new single-

family homes)
•	 Approved Thousand Oaks 24th Plat, Final Plat (71 lots for new single-

family homes)
•	 Approved clubhouse and pool for The Meadows At Creekside 

residential development
•	 Approved Burger King drive-thru restaurant near The Ballfields At 

Creekside
•	 Approved Creekside Hotel near The Ballfields At Creekside (4-story, 

91 rooms)
•	 Approved new headquarters for Capital Electric Line Builders, Inc. 

(72,800 sq. ft. office/warehouse)
•	 Approved relocation of log cabin house (formerly 15201 NW Brink-

Myer Rd.) to the Old Town At Creekside commercial development to 
be repurposed into a restaurant

•	 Approved first reading of ordinance to create provisions for short-
term rentals in residential districts
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Flooding and restoration continued in 
English Landing and Platte Landing parks 
In March 2019, the Missouri River crested at its highest level since 
the flood in 1993, flooding English Landing and Platte Landing parks. 
Park amenities were damaged and enormous amounts of sand and 
silt were left behind. In late May the same year, the parks flooded 
again and closed the parks for several months. Once the flood waters 
receded, the City worked diligently to reconstruct the park back to 
its pre-flood condition. In 2020, City crews worked on the remaining 
projects that could not be completed in 2019, including replacing the 
fences at Grigsby Field and around the dog parks, installing new shade 
structures in the dog parks and new electrical pedestals in ELP. In late 
2020, the City received reimbursement from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for damage from the flooding in 2019

City began projects using voter-approved  
sales tax for park improvements
On April 2, 2019, Parkville residents passed Proposition P, a ballot 
question for a one-half cent sales tax on retail sales in Parkville, 
with 68.82% approval. The City programmed $434,000 in the 2020 
Capital Improvement Program for enhancements to the City’s parks. 
Projects completed included: 
• Adoption of Pocket Park Master Plan 
•	 Four pickleball courts in English Landing Park
•	 New basketball court in English Landing Park
•	 Dog park shade structures (50% paid for by Platte County 

Outreach Grant)
•	 Adoption of Adams Park Master Plan
•	 Adoption of Watkins Park Master Plan
•	 Waddell Bridge lighting 
•	 Design of entry signs for riverfront parks
•	 Improved lookout area and installed monument sign for Lewis 

& Clark Trail

Work began on new pickleball and basketball 
courts in English Landing Park
In 2020, the City budgeted to construct four regulation-sized 
pickleball courts in English Landing Park. In July, the City began 
construction of the pickleball court. In October, the fence was 
installed around the courts. The final touches will be put on the 
courts in 2021, including lighting.

Because the new courts were built where 
the existing basketball court was located, 
crews constructed a new basketball court to 
the south of the sand volleyball courts. The 
new basketball court was completed in early 
December.

Trail Connection from Parkville to Riverside
In the fall, construction began on the trail connection from English 
Landing Park to Riverside. The Missouri Riverfront Trail, when 
completed, will run from the east end of English Landing Park and 
continue for five miles to E.H. Young Riverfront Park in Riverside. 
From there, it will be connected to the Line Creek Trail which 
continues for eight miles north to Highway 152. Not only will the 
trail give direct access to more trails, but to several Northland parks.

Platte Landing Park dog parks get new 
shade structures
Funded by the park sales tax, a new 
shade structure was installed, one in 
each of the dog parks in Platte Landing 
Park. The shade structure provides 
refuge to the dog park users during 
inclement weather and extremely 
sunny days.

No Matter Where 
You Are, We Are 
With You!

 102 Main Street 
Parkville, MO 64152

816-876-4638

LLIIVVEE  SSttrreeaamm  YYooggaa  CCllaasssseess
• Fun	Classes
• Interactive	with	Teachers
• Easy	to	Set	Up

	YYooggaa		TThheerraappyy		vviiaa		TTeelleehheeaalltthh

• Promote	Health	&	Wellbeing with a 
Certififed IAYT-Yoga Therapist

• Individualized	Private	Sessions
• Call	for	Appointment 

	SShhoopp		OOuurr		BBoouuttiiqquuee

• Safe Shopping Via Zoom or Facetime!
• Shop in person on Saturdays 10-2

www.OmPranaYoga.com
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City received grant for stormwater repairs in 
Parkville Heights
In 2020, the City received a $50,061 in Platte County Stormwater 
Management Grant funds to replace a storm sewer in Parkville 
Heights subdivision. In a portion of the subdivision, the existing 
storm drain was undersized and had deteriorated, causing storm 
runoff to damage nearby property and create erosion along the 
culvert. The two primary goals of the project were to replace the 
undersized and deteriorating components and to prevent street 
runoff from damaging properties.

City prepared to bid construction of segments 
of Route 9 improvements 
In 2016, the Board of Aldermen adopted the Route 9 Corridor Study 
that included preliminary designs for multimodal improvements to 
Route 9 from Highway 45 to Mattox Road in Riverside. The City has 
been working with George Butler Associates since 2017 to design 
improvements for the first segment from Highway 45 to Lakeview 
Drive. Negotiations with property owners continued in 2020 to 
acquire easements and right-of-way needed for the improvements. 
All utilities were relocated to prepare for construction of the 
improvements. The City will solicit bids to construct the first 
segment and construction is anticipated to begin in late spring/early 
summer. A second segment, near Route 9 and Sixth Street, will begin 
construction in 2021.

City received Missouri Department of 
Conservation grant for trees in park
In 2020, the City received $10,000 in Tree Resource Inventory 
Management (TRIM) grant funds The City completed its plan to 
remove and trim hazardous trees in the park. With the aid of bucket 
trucks and tree climbers, four hazardous trees were removed and 17 
trees were pruned.

Work began on Platte Landing Park  
Wetland Project
In March, crews began mobilizing in 
Platte Landing Park to begin work on the 
wetland project. The City partnered with 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers to develop 
a Section 1135 project in the Parkville 
Bottoms located in Platte Landing Park. 
The Parkville Bottoms is a cornerstone 
project that will significantly improve 
habitats for a variety of wildlife. It 
aligns with recommendations from the Parks Master Plan and will 
complement recreational features in the riverfront parks, enhance 
the existing trail system, restore two wetland areas and the riparian 
corridor along Rush Creek, and improve the aesthetic value of the 
parks and downtown Parkville. All the areas will be planted with 
native vegetation that will help protect the source area for water 
supply wells and add floodplain storage space along the Missouri 
River. The overall restoration is approximately 23 acres of emergent 
wetlands, 14 acres of wet mesic bottomland prairie and 4.5 acres of 
riparian corridor. 

To celebrate the completion of the construction phase of the project, 
the City plans to host a grand opening ceremony in spring 2021, in 
conjunction with Arbor Day.

New wayfinder signs installed downtown 
In 2020, wayfinder signs were 
installed downtown to help provide 
visitors an easy way to find the parks, 
public parking and the farmers 
market. The Parkville Old Towne 
Market Community Improvement 
District helped to fund the signs 
through a grant. Signs were placed at Main Street and Mill Street, in 
the triangle at Main Street and 1st Street, at the northeast corner of 
Main Street at 1st Street and in front of Pocket Park.

City received Platte County Outreach Grant 
for Waddell Bridge
In 2020, the City received 
$10,820 in Platte County Park & 
Recreation Outreach grant funds 
that were used for new lighting 
on the Waddell A-Truss Bridge in 
English Landing Park. The project 
was completed in December.



City of Parkville
8880 Clark Avenue

Parkville, MO 64152
Phone: (816) 741-7676

Fax: (816) 741-0013
E-mail: cityhall@parkvillemo.gov

PRSRT STDPRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAIDUS POSTAGE PAID
MOUND CITY, MOMOUND CITY, MO

PERMIT #4PERMIT #4

Like Parkville on Facebook (@CityofParkville), Twitter (@parkvillemo) and Instagram (@parkvillemo64152) for news and more!

See what’s inside!
• 2021 State of the City  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pg 1
• 2021 City Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pg 5
• 2020-2021 Strategic Goals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pg 7
• Park Sales Tax Projects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pg 10

Winter Resident Newsletter


